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Love's an heroic Paſſion, which can find 
No room in any baſe degen'rate Mind : 
It kindles all the Soul with Honor's Fire, 
To make the Lover worthy his Deſire. 
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IR Marmaduke ſent to enquire how 
Sophia did; the anſwer was, that 


the had Ws of a fever, and that 


an e or two longer with her ere 
dhe retired to her own apartment. 
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Ide baroner muſed upon the pleaſ” 


ing proſpect of his niece's marriage, 


looked over ſome of his title deeds, and 


+ determined that no time ſhould be loſt 
before it was concluded. 


The ladies ſpent moſt of the night 
together, talking over the ſtrange diſ- 


covery they had made; Sophia expa- 


ciated, with much energy and feeling, 


on that upion of ſouls which was the 
foundation, and the only foundation 


of a real paſsion; hers had been united | 


| to that of Sir William from the firſt 


moment ſhe beheld him, and neither 


abfence, change of perſon, change of 
name, or an abſolute ignorance that it 


was him, could divide them, nor ſhould 


fea or land be able to effect it. 
1 « Why b 


ANNA MELVIL. 3 


« Why, would you be ſuch a hero- 
ine of romance as to follow him then.” 

« Not a heroine of romance (cried 
Sophia) for they had too much froſt 
in their compoſition ; but as a fond and 
conſtant woman, as a true friend in - 
adverſity as well as profperity ; I cer- Þ 
tainly will; and, ſo much am I con» 
vinced of his honor (continued ſhe) 
that J am fure J ſhall never have rea- 
ſon to repent a ſtep which none but 
the cold and inſenfible would cenflve,” 


e At this moment (reſumed Emma, 
ſighing) I have myſelf acted with ſo. 


little propriety, that I ſhall not, for 880 80 


time at leaſt, till I am better r 
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to my own conduct, think I am en- 
titled to cenſure that of others. Have 


1 not almoſt pardoned ? do I not al- 
moſt eſteem the man who — ? I dare 
not think—the . of my unfor⸗ 


tunate.” 


ce O fave me, my couſm, (throwing 


her arms round her neck, and hiding 
her head on her bofom) ſave me from 
the dreadful idea, I ſee him at this 


moment covered with wounds, as he 


was brought home to me; I fee his 


languid eyes raiſed with ſuch tender- 
neſs to mine O that laſt loox! ? 


9 And e can you, Sophia n 
from her) can you love the murderer 
of AMY, huſband.” 
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ANNA MELVIL. "a 
5 « Compoſe yourſelf, my dear Emma 
(cried Mis Courtney, trembling) what : 
a horrid phantom have you raiſed, you 
make me ſhudder at myſelf, but you 
forget the circumſtances; you know 
at leaſt it was rather a fatal accident 
than] cannot repeat the horrid word, 
you have uttered.” | iy 
* Sophia (faltered out Mrs. Roſ- 
common, again ſobbing on her neck) 
we muſt neither of us think, we muſt _ 
not look back, love, fatal love, has too 
much the maſtery of bath, to let us 
act as ſeverer duty would dictate. For 
your fake I muſt wiſh that the poor 
wanderer may find a place of reſt and 
fafety ; of his guilt, heaven alone is the 
| Judge ; may he find that mercy there, 
B 3 8 which . 
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Which I have I fear too eaſily accorded 
him; but how are we to account to 
my uncle for their abſence, if he ſhould 

| ſuſpect it, if that man ſhould in re- 
venge, or in hopes of gain, be tempted . 
to reds him.“ 5 


« « You are determined to kill me 
with terror (cried Sophia) but by this 
time I truſt my Fenton is out of his 
reach. Lord Deſmond,” ——— 


« Oh! (interrupted Emma with fer- 
vor) what can he have to fear win 
ſuch a protector, my Deſmond, my | 
noble minded Deſmond, with all his 3 

| good ſenſe, his cool collected courage, 
© his penetration and addreſs. Dear 
Sophia (continued ſhe) how enviable 
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ANNA MELVIL. W 


is my lot in being diſtinguiſhed by 2 
man like him.” 


While che ladies were ths ba = 
| verſing, Sir Marmaduke fat down to 
his ſolitary re paſt, and amuſing himſelf 


with planing an entertainment for 
Emma's approaching wedding ; ſome- 
thing in the ſtyle of a fetẽ champetre; ; he 


thought he would have it, as imme» 


diately after the eeremony, the happy 


| pair would of courſe ſet off for Roſ- 


common caſtle. He fancied he be- 
| held his lovely niece in her ſpotlels 
white, the graceful Deſmond all joy 


and rapture, Sophia ſkipping about like 


2 wood nymph, the village maids ftrew- 
ing * himſelf and the old Earl 
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8 ANNA MELVIL. 


gazing on the happy group, their age 
renewed at the Os: | 


He was rouſed . his pleaſing 


waking dream by the entrance of a 
ſervant, who told him that/a man de- 


fired to ſpeak with him on particular | 

| buſineſs, and that he would deliver his 
"meſſage to none but himſelf, « Let 

him come in, ſaid Sir Marmaduke; 
the perſon was ſhewn in, and the door 
ſhut. In leſs than ten minutes the 
Baronet ordered his poſt chaiſe and 


four to be got ready with all poſſible 
expedition; in the mean time he walk- 


ed up and down the parlour, ringing g 
every moment to know if the carriage 


was come — che ſtranger was gone. 


* 
As 
5 


Ann Mn rin 5 

As he ſtepped into his | chaiſe, the 
Baronet bid his ſervants tell Mrs. 
* Roſcommon that he was obliged to go 
Y out of town on particular buſineſs, 
RF and hoped to be back in a day or two. 
J He took two ſervants with him on 
4 horſeback, well armed, and ordering 
* the driver to take the road to Dover, 
commanded him to make all pre 


expedition. 
Sophia, who had ſpent half the night 
in converſing with her couſin, fell into 
a ſort of doze as ſoon - as ſhe left her; © 
but her ſleep was ſhort and interrupted, 5 
ſhe ſtarted early in the morning from 
a dream full of horror, and fo ſtrong 
was the impreſsion that it made on her, 
though imperfectly remembered, chat 
35 ſhe: 


10 ANKRA MELVIL. 

the inſtantly roſe and dreſſed herſelf, | 
fearful of having her diſagreeable viſion 

renewed. She vent into Emma's | 
room whom ſhe awoke, and informed 
of the cauſe of her viſit. Mrs. Roſ- 

common railled her on her ſuperſtition 
in paying attention to dreams. Sophia 
ſighed, there is an oppreſsion here, 
faid the, pointing to her breaſt, which 
I never experienced before, I feel as 
if I could hardly breathe. 


« We will go and walk in the gar- 

den (faid her couſin) till breakfaſt, 
we have fortunately taught our do- 
meſtics to be tolerably early riſers for 
London ſervants. I dare fay my maid 
wp, they rang for her, and as the 
? morning 1 was remarkably fine, they 
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heart foreboded ſome new misfortune 


ANNA MELVIL, 11 


cnet their pid and taking Mrs. 


Sally and a footman with them, ſet off 


for St. James's Park ; it was about 
eight o'clock when they reached it, 
the air had ſo good an effect on their 


ſpirits, that they continued to walk 


till near ten; they returned much re- 


freſhed to Sir Marmaduke's, who they 


expected to find waiting breakfaſt for 


them ; but what were the feelings of 1 


Sophia when told by the ſervant who 


opened the door, that he was gone out 
of town, that he fat off at eleven o'clock 


at night, and could not exactly tell 


when he ſhould n return. 


eee a chair, her 


to her Fenton. Emma, more- colle&-- 
ks 


12 ANNA MEL VII. 


| ed, aſked the man if he knew to what 
part of the country he was gone, and 
if he went in conſequence of any letter 


or mellage. 


hy Al I 8 madam comin he) 
is, that about ten o'clock laſt night, 
a perſon defired to ſpeak to my maſter, 
he was admitted, and ſtaid with him 
near a quarter of an hour, then went 
out, that he heard Sir Marmaduke call 
after him as he cfoſſed the hall; be J 
_ expeditious, take proper perſons with $ | 
Jou, I ſhall follow as ſoon as poſsible. 
Miſs Courtney, who had liſtened with 
a trembling heart at this laſt part of FF 
his ſpeech, uttered a deep ſigh, and 3 
funk back in her chair without ſenſe 
or motion. \ 
While 
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| fons; but how could this dreadful | 
accident (for ſuch 1 ſuppoſe it muſt. 


ANNA, MBLVILL, \. Hy 


While Mrs. Roſcommon. aſsiſted 
by the female attendant who ſhe had 


ſummoned, was attempting her reco- 


very, a loud rap at the door made her 
ſtart, and inſtantly running to know 
who it was; Miſs. Summerville at the 
ſame moment ruſhed. into the hal, | 
pale as death, and her eyes ſwelled with | 
| weeping — © Oh! madam, O my 
_ dear friend (cried ſhe) what will be- 
come of our Sophia, we have loſt our 
. amiable, o our poor. unfortunate Fenton. 


1 
SW IT 4 *. 4 7 to, C 265 
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ce « Good en (ad Riad in 


accent of compaſsion) is it poke? 


alas! then my dear couſin had but to 
much foundation for her apprelien- 


have 


14 | A NN 4 MEL VI 1. | 
have been) happen lately, as we 
faw him in perfect health; where then 
Was his friend, his Protector, Lord Deſ⸗ 
mond. 3 


cc Neither his own courage, nor his 
 Lordſhip' protection (returned Vic- 
toria) could ſave him from a ruffian 
| who ſought only revenge. You know 
I ſuppoſe that a diſcarded ſervant, the 
greateſt villain 1 ever heard of, dif- 
covered WhO he was, and betrayed 
the ſecret to your uncle no doubt, you 
alſo know of his flight, Fenton I mean, 
and their purſuit. Sir Marmaduke 
only meant to ſecure him, and make 
him ſtand his trial ; the man, with the 
proper officers of juſtice firſt overtook 
him, they furrounded the poſt chaiſe; 
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Lord Deſmond vit. 1 bis friend 


from the circumſtances of the duel, 


of which during their journey he had 


more circumſtantially informed him, 


added to the intereſt he had it in his 


power to make for him, that he would 


certainly be acquitted; but Sir William, 


was too mu exaſperated at the 
wretch (who though he had conferred 


on him a thouſand obligations, had had 
the villainy to betray him) to liſten to 


the cool dictates of reaſon; he leaped ; 
from the carriage, and ſnatching one 


of his piſtols, inſtantly diſcharged it at 
the wretch, who glorying in che miſ- 
chief he was the author of, was fore- 
moſt of the gang—the ball miſſed 
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16 ANNA MELVIL, 


him. Without a moment's heſitation 
the wretch fired in his turn —Sir Wil- 
lam fell. Secure the murderer, cried 


Lord Deſmond, at the ſame time run- 


ing, and ſeizing the bridle of his horſe.— 
It was in his own defence, exclaimed 
all the wretches at once, riding up to 


his aſsiſtance the fellow waited not 


for it, but ſetting ſpurs to his horſe, 
the creature gave a ph 
engaging itſelf, flew off at full gallop, 


and the reſt of the gang thought It the 


fafeſt * to follow his example. 


5 ' 


His lordſhip and the ſervants then, 


after having bound up as well as they 
could, the wounds of his friend,. who 
had fainted with the loſs of blood, con- 
veyed him to a ſurgeon's at Rocheſter, 


e, and diſ- 
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ANNA MELYVIL. "NY 


from which town they were not a quar- 
ter of a mile diſtant, his wound was 


examined, and pronounced mortal : 
A ſervant was diſpatched poſt to my 
brother, by Lord Deſmond, with the 


fatal news, deſiring him to ſet off in- 


| ſtantly, and to bring with him one or 
two of the moſt ſkilful of the faculty. 
He is gong, the letter he left with me, 
and begged me to haſten for your ad- 


vice=how to communicate the horrid 


affair to my poor Sophia. Miſs Sum- 
merville put her handkerchief to her 
 eyes—O never, never, (added ſhe) 
ſhall I be able to tell her, that ſhe has 
a ſecond time loſt, and now, alas, for 


ever, her beloved William: What 


ſhall we do ? How ſhall we proceed? 
Au I know not, (ſaid Emma, trem- 


bling) 
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11S ANNA MELVII. 


| bling) we muſt | endeavour to conceal ; 
it, till the return of your brother and 


Lord Deſmond. | 


She bad hardly ſpoke, when they 
ſaw Miſs Courtney haſtening towards 


them with an air almoſt frantic with 


her apprehenſions. She found both 
her couſin and Victoria in tears, which 
they in vain ſtrove to conceal; the | 
ſtarted back, and claſping her hands, 


exclaimed, then he is taken, my Fen- 


ton is dragged to priſon, and the re- 
vengetul, the inexorable Sir Marma- 
duke will never reft till he has blood 


for blood. The blood of my William; 


| ſhe threw her arms round Miſs Sum- | 


merville, and reſting her head on her 
ſhoulder, gaye free yent to her tears. 
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1 ANNA MEI VII. 19 

Compoſe yourſelf my dear Sophia, 
 (faid her couſin) all may yet be well, 
my uncle's reſentment may be ſoftened, 
Lord Deſmond too, has powerful in- 


tereſt, True, (faid Miſs Courtney) 


raiſing her head, he has intereſt, and 


he promiſed, did he not, to protect 
him? Will he not then be mindful f 
his promiſe ? Will he not reſtore him 
to me in ſafety, The dear, the gay, 


4 Eh, 3 - +2 4 — xi: n: W 26s F wErrA & kann 
UC Tharinug VIIIa WALU 4 Wad 0 


to adore. But why do you both weep _ 
SR (looking wildly on them) where is 
 he—what have they done with him? 


Let me inſtantly be conducted to him. 


They uſed all their endeavours to 


calm her emotions, intreating her to 


wait with patience the return of Lord 
WE nk. Deſmond 


55 % annua lil A 
Deſmond. She looked earneſtly on 
each by turns. You know more than 

you will tell me, (cried ſhe) elſe, why 

do you look with ſuch compaſſion on 

me ? Speak, and kill me not with ſuſ@= 
pence. Why will you thus rorment ad 
yourſel, my couſin, faid Emma? 
Come, let us go to your apartment, 
till we hear further intelligence. She 
ſuffered them to lead her to it. | 
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1 1H what anxiety did Sophia 
count each tardy moment, and 
ſtart at every noiſe; her friends durſt 


N not too much cheriſh her hopes of his 
ſafety, ſo that little was ſaid but by her- 
| ſelt, who was every inſtant ſtarting and 


aſking if they did not hear a knock at 
the door: there was indeed ſeveral, 
but none that brought any intelligence. | 
At laſt Mrs. Roſcommon was ſum- | 
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moned to attend Sir Mirdudidce, ho 


was returned. As ſhe roſe to go to 
him, Sophia haſtily caſt herſelf at her 


feet, crying out with eager haſte, plead 


for him, kneel to him, as I now do, 


and conjure him to ſave my William; 


and oh! leave him not till you have 
obtained his pardon. | 


How much did this ſcene diſtreſs 


the gentle and ſympathiſing Emma,; 
the could not ſpeak; but raiſing her 


couſin, and tenderly preſſing her in 


her arms, ſhe left the room; ſhe had 


hardly reached the parlour, ere the im- 


patient Sophia ruſhed in, that ſhe 


might join in her ſupplications for par- 
don. At the moment ſhe entered, Sir 
Marmaduke was s exclaiming, who could 


.. have 


ANNA MELYVIL, = 


have thought of ſo dreadful an event, 
I ſought not his life in ſo ſhocking a 


I feel for his deatm. 


* 
I * 


| Sophia ſtood as if ſtruck by light- 
ning; Emma turned her head and ſaw 


horror. She went to her, however, 

and endeavoured to ſooth her; at laſt, 
dead, (cried ſhe, ſtarting from her 
arms), but do not, do not fay he is. 
Alas, my couſin, ſaid Mrs. Roſcom- 
mon, weeping, what then muſt I ſay ? 
Why is he dead indeed? faltered 
out Sophia, finking on her ſhoulder, 


utter the laſt word, her ſenſes entire 
| 3 | forſook her ; ſhe was carried to her 


way. Enemy as I have juſtly been, 


her. She ſhuddered at her look of 


O cken what am 1? She could hardly 
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| apartment, and was even undreſſed, and 


put to bed, ere ſhe Thewed the leaſt 
ſigns of returning life. 


Emma and 1 aſsiſted the at- 
tendant with the moſt tender aſsiduity 


in her recovery; but how dreadful 
were her feelings when that was effec- 
ted; ſor more than a week ſhe ſeemed 


abſolutely deprived of reaſon. - During | 
that time, her couſin and her friend hard- 


lylefther for a moment. Lord Deſmond 
and Mr. Summerville were employed 


| in the mel ancholy office of ſeeing the 


laſt duties properly performed for the 
unfortunate Sir William. Great, it 


f * =_ : Yo 
- - muſt be owned, was his crime, and no 
leſs awful was his puniſhment ; how 


ner too was that puniſhment to his 


offence, 


* 1 R 
; 4 f 7 = 
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offence, as he had cut off another at 
the height of all his wiſhes, ſo was he 
alſo cur off; ſuch were Emma's reflec- 8 


tions, who had rather been compelled 
to like him, from his many agreeable - 

qualities, than to eſteem him. He 
was the life of ſociety, but he had too 
much levity to be an ornament to it. 


Sophia's grief, at firſt, had almoſt 
reduced her to a ſtate of diſtraction, and 
when its violence ſubſided, ſhe ſunk 
into the other, Extreme ; ſhe neither 
ſpoke, wept, or took the leaſt notice 
of any body. Mrs. Roſcommon pro- 
| poſed returning to the Caſtle, as a 
Change of ſcene might be of ſervice to Y 
2 her. Her own affairs, interreſting as 
I 1 they were, ſeemed to be forgot in her 


„„ anxious 
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tb ANNA MELVIL. 
anxious. ſolicitude for her couſin. Lord 
Deſmond had every day freſn cauſe to 
admire and eſteem her; ſhe permitted 
his viſits, but his delicacy taught him, 
| that at ſuch a time the ſoothing offices 
of friendſhjp would be more accepta- 
ble to her than the tale of love. Their 
intended union, however, was not for- 
got by his father, and Sir Marmaduke, 
they loſt no time in ſettling the prudent 
part of the buſineſs, and though it was 
agreed, that Mrs. Roſcommon ſhould 
be indulged in her wiſhed-for viſit to 
her Caſtle, yet did they take care that 
che lawyers ſhould not be idle during 
her abſence : It was agreed, that the 
| Earl, his fon, and Lady Georgina 
ſhould be of the party; and alſo Sir 
t — and the Summervilles. 
ä When 


7 


7 When the day was fixed, Em 
| v | | wrote a few lines to Mrs. Middleton, | 


ANNA MELVIL. 


that ſhe ſhould be there on the F riday, 


9 Y and begged that proper preparations 
might be made for a number of gueſts, 


to whom ſhe wiſhed to ſhew every mark 
of reſpectful attention; ſhe mentioned 
no names, as her mind was not ſuffi- 
ciently at eaſe to be particular, ſhe had 
before informed her of the fatal event 
that had reduced her couſin to her pre- | 
ſent ſtate of wretchedneſs, but even in 

nn that letter ſhe had been as conciſe as 
pPoſsible, having bur little leiſure for 
writing, on account of her attendance 
on Miſs Courtney, it was determined, 
that as the company of Lord Defmond 
and Summerville might be painful to. 
Sophia, during the 3 Journey, there ſhould 
8 nobody 


28 ANNA MELVIL 


nobody go in the carriage with her, 


but thoſe ſhe was accuſtomed to ſee 


conſtantly in her apartment, which were 
Emma, Victoria, and her attendant. 


The Earl, Lady Georgina, Sir Mar- 
maduke, and Mr. Summerville, went | 
in his lordſhip's coach. Lord Deſ- 


mond choſe to go alone in his Phaeton. 
The journey was a melancholy one to 
the ladies: Sophia, who was quite 
paſsive, ſat like a ſtatue, but it was the 


ſtatue of deſpair, they travelled ſlow for 


fear of fatiguing her, for ſhe had hardly 
ear enough to ſuſtain nature, or even 
ſlept, ſo as to be refreſhed by it, ſince 
the death of her lover. 


2958 as 3 reached the 


inns . chem; ; his ſpirited horſes 
could 


*, 
@ 
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could not Be reſtrained to the ſlowneſs 


of the reſt of the party. He alſo firſt 
reached Roſcommon C aſtle „which, as it 

ſtood on a riſing. ground, he ſaw at a 
conſiderable diſtance; he was ſtruck by 


its majeſtic appearance, and charmed 
with its romantic ſituation ; the elegant 


taſte of che owner was viſible in every 


part of its environs. He was indulg- 
ing the moſt pleaſing contemplations, 


and anticipating his future happineſs in 
the poſſeſsion of ſo lovely, ſo accom- 


pliſhed a woman, whoſe fociety would 
give a double reliſh to ſo delightful a 


retreat. When his horſes ſtopped at 7 


the gate, and his ſervant rung' the bell 


for his admittance, he vaulted lightly | 


from his carriage, and giving the reins 


to the domeſtic, determined to ſtroll 
C3 5. 
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in a charming little wood that he ſaw at 


ſome diſtance, till the reſt of the com- 


pany arrived; he accordingly ſtruck 


into it, promiſing himſelf much plea- 


ſure from bis ſolitary ramble. He 


wandered a conſiderable way ſo loſt in a 


pleaſing reverie, that he hardly ſaw the 


objects which ſurrounded him. At the 
end of a winding path he found himſelf 


at the enterance of a terrace, which was 


at no great diſtance from the houſe, and 
which overlooked the road; he aſcend- 
ed; and from thence diſcovered the 


carriage of Mrs. Roſcommon, which 


mult paſs coſe under * place where 
he ſtood. 


Abbey bod he kiſſed his hand, and 
ſeen her put her head out of the coach. 


to 


Wy 
ah 
e 


„ ANNA MELVIL 32 
to look her acknowledgement, when 


his attention was called off by a ſeream, | 


Which he heard as if cloſe behind him; 


he turned his head, and beheld à fe- 


male of an elegant form, dreſſed in 
ſpotleſs robes of white, which flowed 


upon the ground, as ſhe had ſunk down, 
ſupporting her head on her arm, which 


reſted on cue of the ſeats. By the poſ- 
ture ſhe was in, he could not ſee her 


face, as her fine light hair hung in 
ringlets down her 'back, ſhaded het 


| cheek, and gave her the appearance of 


a Magdalen. Lord Deſmond knelt by 
her, and gently raiſed her head, which 


he reclined on his breaſt, but no ſooner 


did he by this, gain a perfect view of 
her, than he exclaimed, with an emo- 
tion no language can deſcribe : Good | 
. C4 Heavens, 


32 ANNA u I v I. 


Heavens, is it pokible, do I 3 | 
claſp in my arms the beloved of my 
| heart, my long loſt Anna. The ſound 
of his voice reſtored her to her ſenſes. 

My Henry—my Anna—was uttered at 

the ſame inſtant; a hundred queſtions 
were aſked by each, without either of 
them mung for an anſwer. | 


Mrs. 1 hawks left So- 
phia to the care of Victoria and Mrs. 
Middleton, on being told that Anna 

was walking on the terrace, where ſhe 
had gone in order to have the firſt 
: glance of her on her return, haſtened 
-  thither impatient, as ſhe would have 
perſuaded herſelf to embrace her ſweet - 
8 friend, but at the bottom of her heart, 
more anxious to join Lord Deſmond, 
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ANNA MZL VIII“ 33 
who the had ſeen there from her car- 


riage : Love and friendſhip gave wings 
to her feet, and ſhe reached the place, 


ere. his lordſhip had relinquiſhed his 


charming burthen, though ſhe was 
quite recovered, his eyes fixed with 
rapture on her face. Whata ſight was 
this for Emma—ſhe ſtarted back, ſhe 


could hardly credit her ſenſes. Anna 


ſaw her, and diſengaging herſelf, ad- 
vanced towards her friend, with an air 
of modeſt timidity, O madam, (cried 
ſhe) what a wonderful adventure have- 
I met with, by what magic has it been 
effected? You ſee in that gentleman, 
pointing to Lord Deſmond, that antes. 


ble man from whom 1 fled, and from 
whom, if circumſtances are not greatly © 
1 I muſt {till fly ; but ſo great is 


CC . th 2 As 


* 


not 


* 


A 
deceived 


. dut bei 


* 


s emotions were too 


me to ſee him once 
violent to ſuffer her to interrupt her. 


more; and to find that the poor Anna 


c 


* 


tting 
is ſtill dear to him, that I ſhall now die 


: 
. 
f 
| 


Emma 


rmi 


- ANNA MELVIL. 


Anna refumed, I have not yet had 
leiſure to enquire why I ſee him here, 


or if he has the honour of being known, 


known to me, if he had, you would 


thus pe 


Lord Deſmond had ſtill leſs power; he 
nat have ſeen him here; he has cruelly 


ſtood like a ſtatue, his arms folded, and 


his eyes fixed on them, 
conſcious that he ſaw them. 


m Peace. 


to you. 
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ANNA MELVY I. 
deceived me. What have I done, my 
Lord, added ſhe, with difficulty, &. 


ſtraining her tears, that you ſhould thus 


ſport with my peace, how low am T 


funk in my own eyes. Ah, madam, 
eried he, caſting himſelf at her feet, 


you are ſtill, you ever muſt be the firſt 


of women in my eyes. I did not mean 


to deceive you. 1 thought- myſelf 


| honoured by the felicity you permitted b 


me to aſpire to. All my crime is the 
not having revealed to ybu the fatal 
paſſion, which long, ere T knew yo 
had taken poſſeſſion of my heart. I 
thought it extinguiſhed your merit; 


your charms. This meeting was acci- 


ſeeing that lovely unſor tunate; and you 
fee her now, 1 repeat, ſaid Anna, with. | 


C6 firmneks, 
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firmneſs, for the laſt time, your hap- 


pineſs was ever dearer to me than my 
- 


own, but now I have a double motive 


to animate me. Friendſhip and grati- 
tude to the beſt of women, my gene- 
rous, my noble protectreſs, you are 
formed for each other, and may your 
felicity be as perfect as you deſerve, 
and as the poor Anna wiſhes it to be. 
Fully ſhall I be recompenſet for the 


facrifice I make, if when I am laid in 


my peaceful grave, to which I am haſt- 
ening, my memory 1s cheriſhed hy the 


two friends, who 1 in life were ſo inex- 


Preſſibly dear to me. In ſaying this, 
ſhe put her handkerchief to her eyes, 


and haſtened towards the houſe, as faſt 
as her trembling feet could ſupport her. 
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My lord followed her with his eyes, 


till ſhe was out of ſight, then heaving 
a deep ſigh, he turned to Mrs. Roſ- 
common, and with a ſolemn air, put- 
ting his ſpread hand on his breaſt : This 
heart, ſaid he, fatally as appearances | 
are againſt me, 1s incapable of deceit. 


I never more expected to have ſeen 
that amiable unfortunate girl ; ſhe fled 
from me, or no power on earth ſhould 
have compelled me to relinquiſh her; 
I reſpect a father's authority, but that, 


even that, muſt have been diſregarded, 


had not the generous maid: put it out 
of my power to violate it. I was, at 
the time when our ill-fated paſſion com- 


menced, a ſecond brother, the dignity 
of my family might have been ſupported 


by my elder, and a. bare competency 


1 
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the calm ſhade of 
with her I loved, have ſatisfied my 


in 


ent, would, 


retirem 


thoſe who prefer the ſhadow of happi- 


neſs to the ſubſtance. - 


_ 


were as thoderate as 


neſs and intereſt; to her 
own; 1 had no hopes of ever, after a 


happi 


Fu 
8 


ine, but the delicacy of her love 
made her preſer what ſhe falſely be- 
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long and fruitleſs ſearch, being able to 


diſcover the place of her retreat, and E 


knew her too well, to flatter myſelf 


that ſhe would ever voluntarily diſcover 


K. 
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A dangerous illneſs was the con- 


ſequence of my 


ordered to a warmer climate; abſence 
+ did not diminiſh my paſsion, though it 


I was 


pointment; 


diſap 
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reſtored my health. My eldeſt bro- 
ther died, I was recalled to England, 
with new obſtacles (from the unwiſhed 
' for increaſe of my conſequence) to my 
paſsion. My father propoſed an alli- 
ance, which was in every reſpect above 
my deſert; I ſaw you, Madam, for 
che firſt time, when the amiable in- 
ſtance you gave of your ſenſibility, at- 
tracted my notice; it was impoſsible to 
fee and to converſe with you, without 
feeling the moſt tender eſteem. I be- 
lieved that the moſt lovely of women 
bad effaced my firſt impreſsions, and I 
am even now in doubt, if two of the 
moſt accompliſhed of beings, have not 
an almoſt equal intereſt in my heart. 
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Pi me, charming Emma, (added 
he) pardon my involuntary crime. 


Iwill do more (faid Mrs. Roſcom- 


mon, I will be your friend, Anna has 
kindled a laudable emulation in my 


| breaſt: I will not be out- done in gene- 
A roſity 5 you ſhall ſee what a genuine 
friendſhip can effect. Compoſe your- 


fel my lord, let us conceal this event 


from your father, and my uncle. I 
am my own miſtreſs. Sophia's illneſs: 


is a Juſt pretence for delay. Depend 


on my intereſt. What ſhall L have to- 
regret, if I can render happy two per- 


ſons who are ſo dear to me. Lord 


Deſmond again caſt himſelf at her feet; 


| he wanted words to expreſs his feel- 


vgs; z at that moment, his father, whoſe 
Eren 
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approach they had not perceived, made 
his appearance. Upon my word, Deſ- 
mond, cried he, gaily, you do juſtice to 
thoſe love inſpiring ſhades ; I hope they 
will have as pleaſing an effect on the 
fair miſtreſs of them. 
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* 


I hope not (aid Emma, forcing a 


ſmile) I do not wiſh to be quite ſo pre- 

cipitate as his lordſhip, I am too well 
read in romance to reward a lover, till 

©: ip has ſighed for ſeven years at leaſt; 
but ſeriouſſy, my Lord, continued ſhe, 


with a grave air, courtſhip and mar- 


riage are not ſubjects that I can liſten 
to, while my Sophia is in her preſent 
melancholy ſituation, I hope you will 
therefore ende avour to teach your ſon a 


leſſon of patience. Ah madam, what 


4 
* 2 


is it that you require of me, ſaid the 


1 ſhould find it difficult to teach my- 
elf, Sir Marmaduke and the Sum- 
mervilles joined them, and Mrs. Roſ- 


common was compelled to paſs the 
reſt of the day under the moſt painful 
reſtraint, Lord Deſmond was not 


more at eaſe, each of them longed for 


the hour of ſeparation, that they might 
be at liberty to indulge their painful 
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CHAP, XVII. 


MMA, as ſoon as they parted | 

for- the night, hurned to her 5 
apartment, where throwing herfelf into 
a chair, ſhe claſped her hands, and 
raiſing her eyes to heaven, It is paſt, 
ſighed ſhe, and all my dreams of hap- 
pineſs are then vaniſhed for ever! — a 
ſhower of tears relieved her, ſhe in- 
dulged them freely for ſome time, and 
then endeavoured to compoſe her 
.. mind | 
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her future conduct. 
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mind ſufficiently to form a plan for 


orf Didi T üband, 


ſhe could no longer have the leaſt idea; 


a divided heart, if not barely, a cool 


eſteem, was all ſne could hope for, 


were Anna ſtill to reject him; what then 
was to be done; how prevail on his 


father to render him happy; à man ſo 


ambitious, even were fortune out of 
the queſtion; Miſs Melvil, a foundling, 
iggorant, and likely to remain fo, of 
thoſe who gave her birth what ob- 


| ſtacles ro ſurmount; but if ſhe could 
ſurmount them, what a triumph, what 
a conqueſt would ſhe gain over her- 


ſelf, how ſhould ſhe then compel Lord 5 
Deſi mond to eſteem her, how would 


=: 
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it eat his gratitude, he would. then 
be forced to own that the poor Emma 
was not unworthy of ſuch a heart as his ; 
again her tears guſhed forth, and his 
heart is indeed a prize. Oh! how hap- 
py did I bur. yeſterday think myſelf in | 
the poſſeſſion, of it, how many ſcenes 
of felicity did I paint to my imagina- 
tion in this ſweet retreat, but all that 
is over now; if half my fortune (of 
hat uſe now is it to me) could bribe 
| his father to conſent to his "ſts how 
menen s: 08 
Her bach e who won- 
dered that ſhe was not ſummoned to 
attend her, ventured to look in uncalled. 
Did you not ring, Madam. No, yeſs; 
but you may undreſs me. How is 
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nor has taken any refreſhment, except 
a diſh of tea.—I am not inclined to 
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my couſin?—Very bad indeed, Ma- 
dam; ſhe lies on a ſofa; ſhe will not 


permit her attendants to put her to 


| bed. Ohl love, cruel love, ſighed 
Emma to herſelf; but I ſhall be better 
able to ſooth thy griefs now 1 know 

by fatal experience what you ſuffer— 


Is ſhe aſleep, ſhe aſked her maid.— 
No, Madam, I do not find as they 


tell me, that ſhe ever for a moment . 


even cloſes her eyes, ſhe has not ſpoke 
a ſingle word ſince ſhe arrived here, 


ſleep myſelf to night, ſaid Emma; fo 


Nane viſit; what o'clock is 


it? — Only eleven, Madam. der 


well, wait * T return. 


al 


Enma 


% 
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| Ecamai found: her couſin dreſſed in 
che deep mourning which ſhe had 
ordered to be made, but which ſhe had 
not worn till that evening; having not 
obſerved that they had put her on a 
riding dreſs. to travel in; the paleneſs 
of her ſace contraſted with her fable 
flowing robes, rendered her a moſt 
intereſting figure; ſhe might have fat 
for the fineſt picture of melancholy that 
ever was imagined ; ſhe juſt turned her : 
languid eyes towards the door as ſhe . 
heard Mrs. Roſcommon open it, but 
ſhe ſpoke not—Emma took her paſſive 


« O- my Sophia, my long "tiled 
friend (faid ſhe) laviſh ner thus all 


your 


11 


ANNA NMELVI I. 
your ſorrow on yourſelf, ſpare a little 
for ang no leſs unformanads Emma.” 


e Gutem echoed che . 


IP Moſt aſter fo (reſuned her A 
Lord en is loſt to me elt ever.“ 


« Have hey murdered. him too 
(cried Sophia ſtarting, and with a wild 
air, raiſing herſelf on one of her hands) 

have 12 5 pierced his n too.“ 

53 No, my couſin (Ei Emma) but. .. 
he has Oey mine,” 


6 My Sol . Em ſaid Sophia, 
looking compalsionately in her face. 


3 


He 
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He no o longer loves me, Sophia; Anna 
bas long been miſtreſs of: his heart, 
he has dared to avow it, and I have 
been made the dupe of a feigned paſ- 
ſion. You, my couſin, lament the 
death of a lover, and I lament a lover 
who though alive is for ever dead to 

me. 


Sophia for the firſt time ſince the 
loſs of Sir William, was rouſed to the 
ſenſibility of reſentment ; ſhe roſe, and 
_ embracing Mrs. Roſcommon, And 
has ſuch an infult been offered to my 
friend (cried ſhe) and have I by my 
ſelfiſh forrow refuſed ro ſympathize in 
hers © Eos BY £2 _ 


0 ANNA MELVIL, 


c Pardon me, Emma, I have been 
loft even to myſelf, I awake as from 
a dream, my world is dead (added ſhe, 


raiſing her eyes, a deep ſigh forced its - 


way as ſhe ſpoke) but ſhall I not feel 
for the ſiſter of my heart; O tell me 


all your griefs, pour them into this | 


wounded boſom, which now ſhall never 


know another ſenſation, but its true- 


friendſhip for you.” 


« And friendſhip, my couſin, is all 5 
that is now left for either, forever like 


you do I bid adieu to love, how little 


do the ſweets I have taſted compenſate 


for the miſery I now experience; but 
we will not, though the world has loſt 
its charms, live in vain, let us till do 
the utqoſt to promote the happineſs 


— ·˙ ——·— 2 
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SY 


of others, aſsiſt me with your advice, 


how I may be the means of uniting 
two amiable people, whoſe hearts have 


ſo long been united; my fortune ſhall 
ſupply the deficiency of Anna's, but 


how ſhall we ſurmount the bar of afa- 


ther s ambition.” 


My generous Emma (interrupted 


Sophia) how do you ever ſoar above 


me, I have ſought only to indulge the 
| fad luxury of my own ſorrow, but you 


have reſtored me to reaſon, I dedicate 


my future days to you, and to the ſer- 


vice of thoſe you think worthy your 


eſteem; we will kneel to the father of | 
Lord Deſmond, we will exert all the 
powers of Perſuaſion (ſince you are 


determined to be more than woman) 
5 D " RN and 
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: and let us ſee if even his heart rendered 
callous by age, and doubly hardened 
| by the mol: hateful of all paſsions, 
pride, will be able to reſiſt the tender 
pleadings of thoſe whoſe eloquence flows 
from hearts ſoftened by their misfor- 
tunes. 3 


For this night then (faid Mrs. 

Roſcommgn) I take my leave, you 

have need of reſt, to-morrow let us 
_ the en taſk,” 

| They eee enjoyed, if not 

3 at leaſt that peace which wn 

| neſs an ever. 


CHAP. 


went to the apartment of Miſs 
Melvil, determined to ſee her dreſt in 
che moſt becoming diſhabille, and to 


breakfaſt to the Earl of Darnley; ſhe 
| thought the ſight of the lovely girl, 
- whoſe emaciated though ſtill fine form, 
would teſtify how much ſhe had ſuf- 


jo fered from his cruelty, would afsiſt to 


| lead her down and preſent her at * 


14 1 EL VII. 
move him in her favor. She ap- 
proached the bed full of her generous 
: plan, ſhe called her in a gentle accent 
| for fear of alarming her tender ſpirits, 
no one anfwered—ſhe drew the cur- 
deins the bed was empty, nor was 
there any appearance of its having 
been made uſe of for the paſt night— 
ſhe ſtarted back in ſurpriſe —ſhe | 
ſearched the room and dreſsing cloſet— 
all was ſtil—at laſt on the toilet ſhe 
ſaw a note it was directed for her- 
her hand trembled as ſhe broke the 
ſeal— it contained only the following 


++ das, 0 


ah » 


I ſhall never forgive myſelf after 
the numberleſs obligations I have re- 
cCeived, for cauſing, though innocently, 
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a a moment's pain to the amiable friend 
who my heart reveres, and whoſe me- 


mory 1 ſhall ever fondly cheriſh. 1 
fly, madam, and you will never be able- 


to diſcover the place of my retreat. 
Lord Deſmond loves you, tis impoſsi- 
ble he ſhould not, return his paſsion 
wy be mutually happy, tis all I aſk of 
heaven and you ; with the poor Anna 
he never could be ſo, a thouſand ob- 
ſtacles oppoſe, and were I even ſo ſelf- 
iſh as to conſent to be his, the time 
would come (for love when gratified 
experience tells us is of all paſsions the 
moſt tranſient) when he might upbraid 
me with his ruin, and * his news 
| neſs. 


n 
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D 4 Adieu 
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1 Adieu then forever adieu, we ſhall 


meet in a better world, where all rank 
and diſtinction will be loſt, but chat 
. of virtue, friendſhip and gratitude, for 


you ſhall never know a decreaſe in the 
Heart of, your affectionate, 
ANNA Muy.” 


Mrs. benen bathed * ” 3 


fectionate letter with her tears, O 
Anna, too noble minded girl, you have 


robbed me of the bleſsing of a friend, 
and what have you leſt to conſole me 


for the loſs, nothing. Lord Deſmond 
does not, nor ever has loved me, nor 
ſhall any thing prevail on me to be 
FI. + For | 


She 
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She carried as note to her couſin, 


who was up, and juſt going in queſt 
of her; ſhe had conquered the violence 


of her ſorrow, nothing remained but 


a ſoſt melancholy, which ſeemed to 


have taken poſſeſsion of her for life, 


not a fingle complaint was ſuffered to 


eſcape her, all her thoughts were em 
ployed on the moſt likely way to pro- 


a mote the ſcheme of her Emma, and 
to conſole her for her cruel nnn, 
ment. | | 


Their friendſhip had begun in in- 
fancy, and every day had firengthened | 
it, it was not that frivolous attachment 
which the world honors with that name, 
but a moſt diſintereſted, firm, and 

| affectionate attachment. | 
. , Her 
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. ſurpriſe was equal to ches of 
Mrs. Roſcommon when ſhe heard of 
the flight of Miſs Melvil, ſhe deter- 
mined to inform Lord Deſmond, and 
without loſs of time to prevail on him 
(which Emma did not ſuppoſe would 
be a difficult taſk) to go in queſt of f 
her; ſhe took upon herſelf ro apologize 
to the reſt of the party for his abſence. 
They thought fit to intruſt the worthy 
Mrs. Middleton with the affair, and 
even deputed her their meſſenger to 


ANNA MELVIL. 


his Lordſhip, after giving her proper 
inſtructions, © Tell him (ſaid Mrs. 
' Roſcommon) that I intreat him to ſet 
off immediately, and that I will diſ- 
penſe wich the honor of ſeeing him 
before he goes; add too, that I hope 
5 he will not return without my frien = 
| - > The 
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A The two couſi ns continued together 
in Miſs Courtney's apartment, which 
looked towards the road, it was ſtill 
ſome hours before they expected their 
gueſts to aſſemble in the breakfaſt 
parlour. Lady Georgina was too fine 
a lady to be an early riſer, and her 
father ſpent more time at his toilet than 
his ſon, he had many more deſects to 
poliſh or conceal by art than him, and 
he had in his way no leſs deſire of 5 


pearing agreeable. 


. 

che window, they ſaw Lord Deſmond, 

accompanied by a faithful domeſtic, 

who had been long i in his ſervice, ſet d 

off on horſeback full gallop, he ſtopped 

however under their window, and ſee- 
| 06 ing 


bo ANR 12 v1. 


ing dem. bowed, and with a look 
which ſpoke a variety of emotions, 
kiſſed his hand, Emma returned his 


_ ſalute, then looking after him as far 


as her eyes could ftrain, ſne heaved a 
| deep ſigh, and turning to Sophia, * Ah 
my friend (ſaid ſhe) what a man is 
that, in mind and Perſon, never ſhall 
TI behold his equal; but he is, Hot c. 


eee f 


9 Nothing to 1000 (repeared } Miſs 
Courtney) he is at leaſt LIES friend, 
and muſt, in ſpite of himſelf, he cannot 
help admiring you, and who knows 
what may yet be ordained for both; 
I hope you are not ſo romantic as to 


fancy that love, like the ſmall pox, 
never affects people but once; believe 


me 


a * 21 v1 e 


me 'tis an erroneous opinion, though 
the favorite doctrine of your heroes 
and heroines. If Anna ſhould not 
be found, or if (which is but too likely) 
heaven ſhould: releaſe her from this 
tranſitory world, would you then be 
ſo weak, would you indulge ſo much 
falſe delicacy, as to e a man * 
| . * | 8 3 


. « And wet pe S et 


« Ah! touch not on that ſtring, 
(interrupted Miſs Courtney) it is yet 
too tender; but far different is my 
fate to yours; Oh, a ray of my uſual 
vivacity was juſt riſing, but you have 
daſhed it by that cloud which memory 

throws over it; you know not the 


_ 
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pains I have taken to conquer myſelf.” 


She wiped her eyes Emma affec- 
tionately kiſſed her moiſtened cheek.— 
Pardon me, my dear Sophia, and 
convince me that you do, by reſuming 
that ſweet air, which has been ſo long 
baniſhed by ſorrow, and which I was 
ſo charmed to ſee, even ee faintly 
reſtored.” 


CHAP, 
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" CHAP. XIX. 


T chat moment a ſervant came 
to inform them that breakfaſt 
walked and that the company were 

aſſembled. 


| | The young ladies who were upon 
dhe foundation, had apartments appro- 
priated for them when any particular 


| company were at the caſtle, and Mrs, 
a | Middleton did the honors of that part 
5 : of 
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— 


of the houſe. There were then in the 
pPrlour only the Earl, Sir Marmaduke, 
and Mr. Summerville; of ladies, 
| Georgina and Victoria. | | 


Mrs. Roſcommon prevailed on her 
couſin to accompany her down; Miſs 
Summerville's pleaſure and ſurpriſe 

were equally inexpreſſible, to ſee ſo 
favorable a change, ſhe embraced her 
with undiſſembled affection, and her 

| brother only wiſhed he might have 
enjoyed the fame privilege ; he had 
long entertained a ſecret (and ſecret be- 
cauſe hopeleſs) paſſion for her; this 
paſſion in a diſpoſition like his, did not 
amount to very painful ſenſations, his 


feelings were regulated by a calm phi- 
loſophical natural temper, he had ſolid 
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good ſenſe, but nothing brilliant in his 


character, he was ſilent and reſerved, 


had ſacrificed more to real worth than 


to the graces. 


„Oh I whiſpered Lady Georgina to 


Mrs. Roſcommon, as ſhe placed her- 
ſelf by her, I am glad you are come, 
ſuch a ſet of humdrums, I am more 


« You roſe perhaps bose your 
- uſual time (ſaid Emma, ſmiling) tis 


but | Juſt eleven o'cloc 17» 


« Really (returned the other) tis 


early indeed, and to ſay truth, I do not 


in the diſmal country, one has no view, 
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no purpoſe upon earth, but merely to 
breath, to eat and drink, and ſo go 
to bed again; but apropos, what on 
earth do you ſuffer ſo many birds about 
you here, they abſolutely ſtunned me 
this morning by their ſcreaming; I 

could not even ſlumber for them.” 


1 thought, Lady Georgina, you 
was fond of harmony, you ſcarce ever 
miſs an 28880 


1" An Wu O my ſtars, what a 
compariſon ! I hope you don't call the 
chirping of birds, harmony.“ 


To me it is the ſweeteſt in che 
world (ſaid Emma) much. preferable 


— * + ” 
* 1 
7 

— 

* 

* 
* 
. — 7 
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to the unmeaning. recreative of your 


favorite entertainme nt.” 


| « Lord, my dear, why I hate the 
operas themſelves as much as you, ſo 

does half the world that frequent them; 
but one makes ſhift by chatting all the 
yu not to hear a ſingle ; 


7; Then what, my dear aaa. do 


- you go for?” 


« Go for, with a queſtion (faid Lady 


Georgina) why does not every body 


of taſte and faſhion go to them? But 
| what have you done with my brother? 
though he is not half what I could wiſh 
him, and which the creature has talents 
to be; "oy ſhould be glad to ſee him 
now 
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now, when one is at ſuch a loſs for 
| agrecable objects; I declare my eyes 
perfectiy ach, with looking at thoſe | 
three grote ſques, particularly the youn- 
ger of them, who is juſt like a family 
picture ſtep'd in print out of its frame. 
But huſh, perhaps he has aſſes ears, 
for by an added ſhade of purple which 
I ſee mantling on his plump cheek, 


I fancy he overheard. me: but you have 


not anſwered my queſtion about Deſ- 
mond, why flies he not on the wings 


"43H Becauſe (ſaid Emma) he is flying 
on the wings of his Roſananta. . 


« Where too (ſaid her Ladyſhip) 
nor after a fox I hope, though I ſhould 


wonder 
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wonder at no metamorpoſis which the 


odious air of the country may produce, 


I even feel myſelf quite a different 
being to what I was laſt week, then 
1 was ſparkling with jewels, almoſt 
crowded to death at court by ſome of 
„the firſt people in the kingdom. 


« And now DF ens Emma) 


you are breathing the balmy air of 


the country, recovering your native 
bloom, and acquiring a thouſand new 
charms that you may add to your con- | 


queſts on your return, when you may 
again have the felicity of being ſtifled 


with heat, and ſtunned with nn 
noiſe,” 


, « Do | 
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* Do I ah look better (add her 


Ladyſhip, pulling out a pocket mirror) 


but to what purpoſe is it to look well 
here, where there is no living creature 


to lee one.” 


« What think you of the bleſing 
of health (faid Emma) it will brace 
your delicate nerves ?” 


« O odious {cried ſhe) health, the 


very idea makes me ſick, there is ſome- 


thing ſo robuſt in it, did you ever know 


a woman of faſhion in perfect health; 
what ſhould we do for converſation, 


but for our indiſpoſitions, does one 
hear any thing in a polite circle but 
complaints of colds and weak nerves, 
aud then when one has nothing elſe 

to 
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to do, it helps to ki half an hour d 
one's time, to ſend bene faſhionable 
phyſician, they are ſo Toft and gentle 
in their manner, be”, know all the 
little ſcandal of the day ; ] declare it 

is one of my favorite amuſements of a 
dull winter's morning, when one feels 
ill of courſe, to ſend for Doctor Mar- 

ſham; but you have not yet told me 

where my ſage 1 1s ee 


1 To. town | & believe, on urgent 
buſines” 


While the ſpoke, the Earl aſked the 
_ lame queſtion in regard to his ſon. F 


Emma had coned her before 
ſhe ſaw him; the account ſne gave of 
2 N 
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ner, that nothing would be done whitle 
| they continued 1 the country to for- 
ward the (to them) wiſhed alliance, 
they had therefore nothing to do but 
1 . perſuade her to return to town, as ſoon 
al - as Lord Deſmond had finiſhed the 
= buſineſs- which ſhe faid ſhe had em- 
ployed him about; they were Rory 4 % 
pleaſed chat the had ſhewn him fliGh i 
a mark of diſtinction, as to truſt him 
with an affair which ſhe choſe to keep 
ſecret from the reſt of her friends; all 
they had now to ſtudy was how to 
paſs the time in a place but little ſuited 
to the taſte of either the 2 or his 
* kr * a Sg enkel Wa: a 
1 3 3 5 Emma 
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Emma buried her foro at the bot- 
5 tom of her heart, nd. exerted herſelf 
to do the honors N her houſe: they 


had muſic, cards and dancing: they 


viſited, and were viſited by the neigh- 
| bouring gentry ; yet hardly could Lady 
Georgina make ſhift to exiſt, ſhe found 
the country gentlemen abſolute bores, 
and the ladies ſtill worſe ; they in return 
were not more pleaſed with her Lady- 

ſhip, than ſhe was with them; the men 
: were diſguſted with her affectation, 
and the women mortified by her 
modiſh inſolence; ſhe made it a prac- 
Trice to . teſtify her contempt of them, 
by audible whiſpers in French to thoſe 
of her own party, which as they per- 
fectly underſtood that language, there 


Vol. 11, N .  - 


6 


* 
TY 
i 
179 
[4 
+3 
f 
4 
(4 


* —— cnc 
— a — 
ge ru as — 


% 


74 ANNA MELVIL, 


was no need of tranſlating for the be- 
nefit of country ladies. 


Emma was heartily weary of the 


| quality part of. her oueſts, and {till more 


weary was ſhe of the painful reſtraint 
ſhe was obliged to practiſe in order 


to conceal her feelings. With. her 


— 


couſin and Victoria, to whom ſhe. had 
intruſted the affair in regard to Miſs 
Melvil, could ſhe alone enjoy the 
liberty of giving vent to the effuſions 
of her heart; ſhe was extremely uneaſy 


at not hearing from Lord Deſmond, 
who had been gone more than a week, 
yet ſhe ſuppoſed that he might be 
Waiting till he could give her ſome 
information of her friend; the time 
hardly ſeemed more tedious, even to 


Lady n that i it did to her. 
CHAP. 
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-. HK XX: 


NE morning as they fat at 
breakfaſt, an elegant carriage 
drove into the court, out of which 
deſcended an elderly man of graceful 
appearance ; this they ſaw from the 
windows, and every one wondered who 
he could be, as he was an abſolute | 
— to chem all. . 
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A ſervant ſoon entered with the 
compliments of Sir Richard Mildmay, 
and his requeſt to have the honor of 
ſpeaking in private to Mrs. Roſcom- 


mon. 


«A droll requeſt too (cried Lady 
Georgina) 1 hope it is ſome nabob 
who is come to lay at your feet the 
_ treaſure of the Eaſt. Pray, my dear, do 
not refuſe either that or the offerer, I 
ſhould be quite delighted toſee how quere 
my brother would look when he comes 
back, to find he has loſt his Dulcenia, 
he deſerves it for his ridiculous ab- 
ſence.” “ egy * 


Emma, without attending to her, 
ordered the ſtranger to be ſhewn into 
pie ah the 
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the drawing room, and immediately 
went to him, not a little wondering 
what he could have to lay to her in 

particular, though ſecretly flattering 
herſelf that he via her tidings 

wow Lord Deſmond. 


As ſoon as he entered, he ap- 
proached, and with a grateful, and no 
leſs graceful air, *I come, madam 
| (ſaid he) to return my warmeſt ac- 
knowledgments for the greateſt favor 
pyou could have conferred on me, for 
the protection that I find you have 
granted to my beloved child; my 
“eee OT 
Mrs. Roſcommon looked all afton- 
iſhment. * I do not wonder at your 
E 3 ſurpriſe 
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' ſurpriſe (continued he) too long have | 
I ſuffered my daughter to be ignorant 
of her parents, too long have 3 
compelled by adverſe fortune to leave ; 
her dependent on ſtrangers; but where 
is ſhe, madam, let me firſt give vent 
to the fond feelings of a father, and 
then I will endeavour to expreſs thoſe 
which are due to you for your generous 

friendſhip to her; ſhe is I am told till 
with you.“ 
e Alas! (ried Emma, ging) I 
vim ſhe was.“ 


ekle ſtarted . How you alarm me, 

madam, what new misfortune they 
| ſay indeed that ſhe is not well, merciful | 
5 heaven, if] ſhould have arrived too 
late; 
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hte; O! if ſhe yet lives, ſurely the ſight | 
of a father, who wiſhes to make her 


| amends for ſo many years of ſeeming 


cruelty and negle&t. ———” 


« She lives, fir (interrupted Mrs. 


Roſcommon) at leaſt I truſt ſhe does; 


but I have a long ſtory to relate, ere 
1 can explain the motive of her flight, 
from me- her true and difintereſted 
friend. 2 e 


She then gave Sir Richard a par- 
ticular account of all ſhe knew of her 
ſtory, in regard to Lord Deſmond, 
and the manner of her firſt introduction 
to the caſtle. 


— ann en 


He liſtened with emotion And 


cute my child; I would have him know 
that ſhe is at leaſt his equal in birth, 
and much his ſuperior in fortune, ſince 


few in England can boaſt the riches 5 
, I now (if ſhe is not reftored to me) 1 in 


vain wes " 


does that proud Lord (cried he, when 
the had finiſhed) ſo deſpiſe, ſo perſe- 


« My hiſtory; madam (continued he) 


is a melancholy one, my agitated heart 
will not at preſent permit me to be 


particular I married privately while 
at College, the moſt amiable of women 
(he raiſes his eyes to heaven with 2 
| look of anguiſh as he ſpoke) I have 

been a wretch, I left her, fearful of the 


diſpleaſure of an . father; mon- 


der | 


* 
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ter that I was! I not only left her, but 


in the tumult of youthful diſſipation, 
I forgot her, or at leaſt endeavoured 
to ſtifle the remembrance : ſhe pined 
in ſolitude, ſhe became a mother with- 


out appearing to have the ſanction of 


a huſband; ſhe was too gentle to com- 
pel me to do her juſtice; I was ſent 
to the Eaſt Indies to increaſe by com- 


merce a younger brother's fortune, 


I proſpered, though moſt unworthy to 


do ſo, my elder brother died, I was 


recalled to England, my native land 
recalled former ſcenes, I thought 


of my long · neglected Jeſſy, thought. 


of her with rekindled fondneſs, and 
determined to do her juſtice; Alas! 


ſhe was gone to receive a derer reward: 


N% 


| of. her patient virtues. 
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I make no reflections, I do not 
attempt to deſcribe my feelings, or to 
paint my remorſe ; a letter which ſhe 
had left with a friend, in caſe I ever 
ſhould return, was what told me where 
I might find my child; ſhe had got 
her, when an infant, conveyed to the 
| houſe of a lady, eminent for her charity 
and humanity ; ſhe had adopted her, 
and given her an education as if her 
ov daughter. 


« My unfortunate Jeſſy had for 
years had the conſolation of being a 
fecret witneſs of her happy ſituation, . 
- ſhe died before her benefactreſs ; by 
this letter I traced my child even to 
this caſtle, though with infinite diffi- | 
culty, from Mr. Brandon. 


— 


« 1 
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ce J learnt her flight from him, tho“ 
the villain you may believe did not 
reveal the cauſe, he attributed i it to her 
paſſion for Lord Deſmond. © went 
from him to the Earl's; I could gain 
no intelligence, but being told he was 
at Roſcommon caſtle, I came here; as 
I paſt through the village, I ſtopt to 
enquire my way at the parſonage houſe; 
Mr. Elwin added to his information 


of the road, a thouſand encomiums on 


you, madam ; he talked of your cha- 
ritable eſtabliſhments, his heart was 
_ warmed by the obligations you had 
conferred on himſelf, he was pardon- 
ably loquacious. In the courſe of his 
converſation he mentioned as the laſt 
obje& of your patronage, Anna Melvil, | 
he dwelt on her praiſe need J fay 


1 more 
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more I flew to embrace my child, 
whoſe retreat was thus providentially 
diſcovered to me; ſhe had never, tho” 
| ſhe wiſhed to be concealed (fortunately 
for me) changed the name which my 
Jieſſy had pin'd upon her breaſt, when 
ſhe was compelled to truſt her hapleſs 
infant to the mercy of a ſtranger.” 


He pulled out his handkerchief as | 
he ſpoke this, and turned away to con- 
ceat his emotions. — Emma, though 
the found much to condemn in him, 
- yet as the father of her friend, ſhe en- 
deavoured to confole him. 


« Let us hope the beſt, fir (ſaid ſhe} 
if you was fo ſucceſsful in your pur- 


fuit, what may we not expect from the 
MES 
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diligent ſearch of a lover; and ah! how 
happy will that lover be, when he re- 


turns with our dear fugitive, to fiſd 


every obſtacle removed; let me, fir 
(added ſhe) conduct you to the Earl.” ? 


To the Earl (interrupted he, ſtart- 
ing back) to the enemy of my child.” 


For your child's ſake ( reſumed ſhe) 
| for the fake of the worthy Lord Deſ- 
mond, let the paſt be forgot, we have 

all our faults.” 708 


_ « Tis too true (ſighed Sir Richard) 

and whoſe pride has done half ſo much 
miſchief as my own; I will, for my 
Anna's ſake condeſcend to be -allied 
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to him, and he ſhall be compelled to 
ee it an n obligation,” | 


They went down getan without 
entering into particulars, the whole 
party were informed that Miſs Melvil 
was his daughter, that ſhe was the 
richeſt heireſs in England, and ſhe was 
(this addreſſed to the Earl) the very 
perſon whom he had driven 'from -his 
houſe, and of whom his ſon was now 
actually in ſearch. 


The Earl dazzled with the ſplendid 
advantages of ſuch a match for his ſon, 
and being aſſured by Mrs. Roſcom- 

| mon, that ſhe was determined even 

before Sir Richard's arrival to reject 
him, he affected to wonder Anna ſhould 
have 
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| have taken ſuch a ſtep as ſhe had done; 


her merit and his ſon's happineſs, muſt, 


though not what he perhaps wiſhed, 
have moved him. in their favor; but 


he hoped Sir Richard would pardon : 


the paſt, his ignorance of her birth 
muſt plead his excuſe ; all would now 
be well when his ſon returned, and he 


ſhould be proud of the alliance, fince 


Mrs. Roſcommon was fo. cruel as to 


aft 


Emma interrupted him with « I beg 
my Lord, no more may be faid in 
regard to me. She had exerted her 


fortitude to the utmoſt, it was almoſt 


too much for her to ſupport, with diffi- 


culty ſhe reſtrained her tears, till that 


moment, however generouſly ſhe. 


wiſhed 
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wiſhed to act, her reſolution had not 
been put to the proof, from the ob- 
ſtacles that oppoſed an union. between 
Lord Deſmond and Miſs Melvil, he 
was never totally loſt to her till then, 
and a ſecret hope almoſt unknown to 
herſelf, lurked in her heart ; but now 
indeed all was over, and ſhe could 
ſcarce ſupport the conflict of her 
various paſſiqns, ſhe retired under pre- 
tence of ſudden indiſpoſition, her friends 
alone gueſſed the true cauſe, and they 
ſympathized in her diſtreſs, while ſhe 
bghing, nen to herſelf— 


O life how ſoon of every bliſs forlorn,. 
wee ſtart falſe joys and urge the devious 1 race, 
A tender prey, that cheers our youthful morn, 
Then ſinks untimely and defrauds the chrce.. 


CHAP. 


. 
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CHAP. Xx! 


TEXT morning ere ſhe had quitted 
her apartment, her maid deli- 
vered a letter to her, the perſon who 
brought it had not waited for an an- 
ſwer, with a trembling hand ſhe re- 
ceived it, not doubting but that it 
came from Lord Deſmond, the writing 
however was not his, ſhe diſmiſſed her . 
attendant, and with eager, yet fearful 
impatience, read as follows : 

* 
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To THE HON, MRS. ROSCOMMON, 


MADAM, a 5 
THE. neceſſity of the caſe 
muſt plead my excuſe for diſobeying 
the commands of my maſter, he is 
anxious to conceal his ſituation from 
the knowledge of the Earl, his father, 
left it ſhould prevent a journey which 
| he is determined to take, as ſoon as he 
has regained any degree of ſtrength. 


When ſhe came to theſe words, 
Emma dropped the letter, and almoſt 
fainting exclaimed, O my God, he 
is ill then, dying perhaps, and no friend 
near to conſole, or to ſee that he has 


proper 


| | : RT | | 
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proper alſiſtance,” She ook it up 


again, ſhe ſaw it was dated fron 
inn on the Bath road the werd Lon 
ed caught her eye — ſhe read on 


By diligent enquiry at all the inns 
in the neighbourhood of Roſcommon 
caſtle, his Lordſhip learned that two 
ladies had the week before ſet off for 
- Briſtol, at four o'clock in the morning, 
: that the youngeſt of them ſeemed to 
take every precaution leſt ſhe ſhould 
be known, that ſhe appeared very weak 
and ill, and was obliged to be lifted 
into the chaiſe, which was to go on 
with them to the end of the journey, 


to prevent her having the trouble of 
getting out. 


From. 
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From this inteVigence his Lordſhip 
had no doubt but one of them was 
Miſs Melvil, and cherefact inſtantly 
ordered his horſes, * it was already 
dark. 


I; ventured to re monſtrate, but he 
would not hear of any objections to 
his journey; all I could prevail for, 
was his going in a carriage, inſtead of 
on horſeback ; we got ſafe to within 
five miles of Bath — = the night was 
dark—in paſſing over a heath we were 
ſtopt by two highwaymen; my Lord 
at the firſt word delivered his purſe ; 
but when the villains inſiſted on ſearch- 
ing him, impatient of the delay it would 
cauſe, and provoked at their inſolence, 
he inſtantly fired; in a moment the 
by | ſhot 
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ſliot was returned, but alas! with too 
much ſucceſs, his Lordſhip was wound- 
ed ; I ſupported him as well as I could 
to the inn where we now are; the ſur- 
geons found it but of trifling conſe- 
quence, if the impatience he manifeſted 
at his confinement did not bring on 
a fever—that, madam, is now actually 
the caſe, and I think it my duty to 


inform both you and the Earl. You 


will act as you think es in the 
affair, | 


I have the honor to be, 


Your moſt obedient 


| Humble Servant, L 


* 


Jonx Masszy. 
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How diſtreſſing were the feelings 
of Emma on the peruſal of this letter; 
Lord Deſmond's. illneſs, the diſcovery 
of Miſs Melvil, and the union that 
would now inevitably take place on 
his recovery; in either caſe he was loſt 
to her, and ſometimes ſhe was almoſt. 
tempted te prefer the former to the 
latter; but not for a moment would 
ſhe ſuffer her too refractory heart to 
harbour ſentiments ſo unworthy of her. 
She was impatient to inform the Earl 
and Sir Richard of his Lorſhip's fitu- 
ation, that they might inſtantly fly to 
him.. She therefore, without deeming | 
much precaution neceſſary, ſhewed 
them her letter, | * 


Lord 
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Lord Darnley's carriage was imme- 

7 diately ordered, and as ſoon as it was 
ready he ſet off, accompanied by his 


Sir Marmaduke was highly incenſed 
2 all theſe proceedings; he accuſed 
Mrs. Roſcommon of caprice, and with 

not knowing her own mind; he no leſs 
blamed the Earl, as mercenary, and 
as being dazzled by the ſuperior fortune 
of Miſs Melvil ; in ſhort he was ſo 
much diſſatisfied, that he. declared he 
would not ſtay to be witneſs of their 
ridiculous proceedings, nor how they 
ended. 
Emma endeavoured to pacify him, 
but in vain; the teſty old gentleman 


% 
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ſet off for town the very next morning 
after the departure of Lord Darnley. 
Mrs. Roſcommon had not ſpirits to 
contend with him, in reality ſhe was 
not ſorry to be left, by the departure 
of ſo many of her gueſts, to the fat 
luxury of her melancholy reflections. 


The Summerville's, who ſaw viſibly 
that their preſence was a reſtraint on 
Her, took leave at the ſame time with 
che Baronet; Victoria having obtained | 

a promiſe from Miſs Courtney that 
ſhe would, from time to time, ſend her 
a particular account it of what paſſed | at 
the caſtle. 


- There remained then of ſtrangers 
only Lady Georgina, who by order of 
” „ber 
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+ her father was to ſtay (and moſt unwil- 
lingly did ſhe obey him) till his return. 


Never was there a more melancholy 


party than the late gay inhabitants of 


Roſcommon caſtle; Mrs. Middleton 


trove, by all the ſage maxims of wiſdom 


and experience, to conſole the diſconſo- 


late Emma—MiſsCourtney endeavour- 


ed to recover ſome of her native vivacity - 
to amuſe Lady Georgina, but in vain; 


had ſhe been all, nay more than ſhe 


formerly was, vain would have been 


the attempt, her Ladyſhip was not fo 
eaſily amuſed, nothing but noiſy diſ- 


ſipation, flattery, and modiſh folly, 
could animate her, ſhe roſe late, yawn'd, 
ſauntered, played half a tune, turned 
cover the leaves of a novel without 


. reading 


as 
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reading it, ſeldom could take the trou- 

ble of joining- in converſation; when 
ſhe did ſpeak it was to vent her ſpleen, 

to rave againſt the country, and to 

aſk a hundred times in an hour when 
they thought the Earl would be back. 


Emma appeared in the drawing 
room only When politeneſs compelled | 
her to it, ſhe ſtrolled for hours by her- 
ſelf in the park, roſe at day-break, for 
deep was become a ſtranger to her 
eyes, ſhe no longer took delight either 
in her books or her muſic, one melan- 
choly ſubject alone engroſſed her 


thoughts, except when engaged in 

charitable viſits, for no misfortunes 
of her own, could render her negligent 

in the relief of the misfortunes of other, 
| 80 | | | all 
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all her benevolent eſtabliſhments were 
attended to with as much regularity 
as when they conſtituted her chief 
- felicity. | -- 5 


For ſome days ſne heard not from 
the Earl, at laſt a letter arrived, which 
informed her that his ſon was ſo much 
recovered, that he hoped ſoon to ac- 


company him to Briſtol: he added, 


that Sir Richard was already gone there 
in queſt of his daughter, though under 
great apprehenſions that he ſhould not 
be able to diſcover her (as no doubt 


ſhe lived as private as poſſible) he 


| feared too, ſhe might at laſt have 


| changed her name, in order the more” | 


effectually to conceal herſelf, 


F 2 1 
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On reading this letter, Mrs. Roſ- 
common, -reſtleſs and uneaſy where 
ſhe was, felt an inclination to go and 
aſſiſt Sir Rickard 1 in his ſearch, per- 

haps too, Lady Georgina would like 
to accompany her; ſhe would not 
| ſuffer herſelf to imagine that a wiſh 

to be nearer Lord Deſmond was one 
motive for her deſiring to undertake 
this j journey ; ſhe mentioned it to Miſs 
Courtney, who believing a change of 


ſeene might be of ſervice both to her 


health and ſpirits, adviſed her to go 
by all means; and as that generous 
woman had dedicated the reſt of her 
| life to the ſervice of her friend, ſhe 
offered (notwithſtanding the repug- 
| nance ſhe felt to mix again with the 
gay world) to be of her party. 
En 
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Emma was much pleaſed to have 
her approbation of her ſcheme, and 
it was no ſooner propoſed to her Lady- 
| ſhip than ſhe embraced it with rapture, 
« For (faid ſhe) we ſhall of courſe 
go to the rooms, in ſearch of this future 
ſiſter of mine, and then J ſhall be able 
to breathe again; I declare, were I 
to remain a week longer in this anti- 
quated caſtle, I ſhould abſolutely ex- 


pire with downright enui: Do, my 
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dear Mrs. - Roſcommon, as ſoon as 
we are ſafely out of it, order it -to be 
| razed to the ground, let not one ſtone 
be left upon another, ſet all your im- 
priſoned damſels at liberty, I am ſure. 


they muſt ſigh for that Sy from 
morn to eve.” 
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AT ſhould be very ſorry to follow | 
your advice, Lady Georgina ſaid 
Emma) to me : this place is infinitely 
dear. 


«oh! Iam ſure it muſt be far too 
dear (cried her Ladyſhip, laughing) if 
it coſts you any thing; but peace be 
to it, and peaceful enough it is in all 
conſcience; 5 let us however make as 
much haſte as we can to leave it, I will 
inſtantly give orders to my abigail— 
When ſhall we ſet off? — this evening.“ 
= 'Surely, to-morrow will be ſoon 
W ſaid boy 1 


cc Ah! lord, well if it it bunt be ſo, 
to- morrow be it then; a long night will 
this 
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this 2 for not a el mall 1 ſleep, 


but tis the leſs matter, ſince I have 
done nothing elſe but ſleep ever ſince 


I came—your pardon, my ſweet frien 
turning with a gay air to Emma. 

* Q you have my pardon. moſt 
ſincerely (faid Mrs. Roſcommon) be- 
cauſe I think you could not be more 
harmleſsly employed, and perhaps it 
would be well for the world, if half 


the fine ladies i in town had ſome opiate 


of the fame kind to keep them out of 
miſchief.” i 


„ ee (ales Ladyſhip) | 


your ſentiments are ſo very like Deſ- 
mond's, that I cannot yet help think- 
ing you were born for each other.” Fo 
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This ſpeech was too much for Emma 
a ſickneſs came over her, Sophia 
ſaw her emotions, and. called the giddy 
Georgina to the window, as if to ſhew | 
her what a beautiful effect the ſun had, 
as its ſetring beams glimmered through 
the trees. 


40 FER ſtars (ſaid her Ladyſhip, 
turning from the window) I would 
much rather ſee the ſun riſe, which I 


hope] to do to-morrow morning, for 
. che firſt time in my life, as I ſhall then 


change the ſcene, and inſtead of your 
everlaſting trees, ſhall behold again 
ſparkling belles and beaux, bien poudres. 
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4 UST as the carriage drove up 
8 the gate, Mr. Elwin ſent in- 
his name, with a requeſt to be per- 
mitted to ſpeak to Mrs. Roſcommon: - . 
before ſhe ſet off; ſhe admitted te 
worthy man with great pleaſure, as 
ſhe wiſhed, ere ſhe went, to give him 
ſome directions about her poor. = { 
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e come, madam (faid he) to in- 
treat your pardon, for having ſo long 
concealed a ſecret from you, about 


which I find you are more intereſted 

- than I could have imagined, or I ſhould 
never have preſumed to have acted as 
T have .. Melvil— 


Good heaven, what of her (inter- 
rupted Emma with emotion) were we 


then going on a fruitleſs ſearch.” 


3 you, Is me, madam, 
| | (interrupted he in his turn) your ſearch 
: may not prove fruitleſs, ſince I find 
you are going to Nan Miſs Mebvil Ns: 

18 chere. . 
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ce It is now (continued he) about a p 
fortnight ſince that young lady at day- 


break came to the parſonage; no one 


of the family was up but myſelf, ſhe. 


knew that I was an early riſer ; ſhe was 
pale and appeared in the deepeſt de- 


jection. I have been compelled (ſaid 
ſhe, ſighing) by an event, which I will, 


when my ſpirits are a little more com- 


poſed, relate to you, to leave the pro- 


tection of the beſt of friends, and the 
moſt amiable of women, I muſt now 
conceal myſelf even from her; conde- 
ſcend, ſir, to afford me a ſhelter, let 


me, under your roof, reſt till I can 
regain ſtrength for a further journey ; 


I know from the largeneſs of your fa- 
mily it will be rather inconvenient, 
but I will ſhare you daughter's bed, 
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; only let me in ſome decent place recline 
this languid head, ſoon, very ſoon E 


hape, will it reſt for ever; let no one 


know that I am here, let no one ſee 


me but Mrs. Elwin and your eldeſt 
5 daughter, they I know may be truſted; 
it will never be ſuſpected that I have 
fought a retreat ſo near the caſtle, they 


will not ſeek for me here; to-morrow 


you ſhall know the cauſe o my * 


— 


at preſent. 428 


She could add no more, 1 [ feared me 


would faint, with. difficulty 1 ſupported. 
her to my wife s apartment, ſhe con- 


tinued with us far ſome days, and in. 


that time favored me with the parti- 
culan of her TIE: 


8 
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We did an in our power to render 
her ſituation commodious, but at laſt 


ſhe grew ſo extremely ill that I inſiſted 
upon having proper advice, ſhe would 


not conſent to ſeeing any of the faculty, 
what then was to be done, I am paſt 


from your kind anxiety I will- yet how 


can J go alone, if I could get any pru- 
dent perſon to accompany me, 1 would 


go to Briſtol, for there I might be as 
effectually concealed as here, and per- 
haps it is my duty to uſe proper re- 


| medies, however little confidence L 


have in their effect upon | this poor ow 
worn frame. 


4 


oo 


% 


_ the help of medicine (ſaid ſhe) I feel 
myſelf in a decline, but to free you 
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« I inſtantly ſaid that if my wife had 

objections, I would ſpare her to 

with her *till ſhe was fixed there to 
her liking, «and had found a proper 
attendant. LE te 3 


To be ſhort, madam (continued 
he) they have been there near a week; 
but I am ſorry to find that Miſs Melvil 
has reaped but little advantage in point 
of health from her journey. My wife 
writes me that ſhe is worn to a ſhadow, 
and has frequently ſuch fainting fits, 
that ſhe thinks it is impossible her 
delicate frame can long ſupport them; 
I cannot deſcribe to you, madam, how 
much I am diſtreſt about her, ſhe has 
ſo much ſweetneſs „ her manner is ſo 
engaging, ſhe endeared herſelf to all 
0 ” E- | + our 


} 
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te y ber mie'] feeÞas much af- 
fection for her as if ſhe was my own 
child.” W 5 


. (Gghed Mrs. Roſcom- 
mon, wiping her eyes) how much haſt 
thou ſuffered in thy few painful years 


of exiſtence! I thank you for your 8 


intelligence, ſir, I know not how you 
could well refuſe. to keep her ſecret 
when ſo earneſtly intreated to do it 
yet it would have been fortunate for 


her if you had ſooner informed me of 


= her father would then“ 


* Her father did you ſay, madam.” 
interrupted Mr. Elwin. 
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„Les, fir, (reſumed Emma) that 
too late diſcovered father is at this 
moment ſeeking (perhaps fruitleſely, 
to diſcover his child, and ſhe was at 
your houſe at the very time he enquired. 
of you his way to the caſtle.” 

E Merciful heaven! (exclaimed Mr. 
Elwin) is it poſsible that the gentleman: 
who I directed here, ſhould have been 
the father of Miſs Melvil, and I ſpoke 
of her to him, I ſpoke in her Juſt praiſe, 
my heart was ſo full of that one ſubject, 
which had for ſome days ingroſſed my 
thoughts, that I ſpoke: of her even to 

a ſtranger, not indeed of her being 

| oh me, but as the moſt favored object 
of your bounty. He knew not the 
— the had aſſumed then—how un- 
fortunate—- 
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*% 


fortunate—what might we not have 
' hoped from ſuch a diſcovery, it wh 
have reſtored her to health and peace.” 


« T hope it will yet do ſo (ſaid Mrs. 
Roſcommon) at leaſt let me haſten to 
try the pleaſing experiment.“ 


« I will no longer detain you, madam 


(ſaid Mr. Elwin) in that paper is a ; 
direction where ſhe lodges, and may | 
heaven proſper your journey.” ſo ſay- 
ing he reſpectfully bowed and retired. 
Lady Georgina, who had traverſed 
the hall for the laſt ten minutes of their 
conference, now entered, out of all 
patience at this unſeaſonable delay, 
What on earth (cried ſhe) could that 
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old grizel wig'd mortal have had to 
ſay to you all this time, reading a ho- 
mily I'll warrant ye, to preſerve you 
| from all danger by land and by water.“ 


« Tt would not have been at all un- 
ſeaſonable if he had.“ ſaid Mrs. Roſ- 
common gravely. 


No! (reſumed her Ladyſhip) I muſt 
beg your pardon ; but I think nothing 
could be more ſo, for has he not kept 
you ſo late, that we ſtand & chance of 
meeting with ſome ſuch agreeable 
adventure as my brother did on his 
journey; and as I am the greateſt cow- _ 
ard in nature, I give you warning, that 

if we are robbed I ſhall ſcream ſo un- 
mercifully, that the fellows will have 

i 2 nothing | 
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"nothing left for it bur murdering us, 
to prevent being diſcovered by my 
cries. But come let us at leaſt be as 
expeditious as we can, and I will at my 
leiſure conſider, which is the leaſt evil 
of the two, a ſudden, or a lingering 
| death, the latter muſt have been the 
conſequence of my ſtaying here, and 
the former is at leaſt | uncertain. 


« Your Ladyſhip (ſaid Emma, is 
ſhe ſeated herſelf by her in the carriage) 
would not J fancy find death in any 
ſhape a very agreeable affair, though. 
you ſpeak of it with ſo much modiſn 
vivacity, tis a ſolemn thing to have all 
our inlets of ſenſation cloſed at once, 
the ſound of joy, the voice of friend- 5 

OED pou 
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ſhip, and the comfort of light mut out 
from us for ever, nothing before us 
but a depth of oblivion, or beyond it, 
a doubtful an alarming ſeniibility, 
ſtrange ſcenes and ſtrange worlds, a 
world of happineſs or a world of 
miſery.” 

« O] for heaven's ſake (interrupted 
Lady Georgina) ſay no more, or I 
ſhall be vapoured to death; you have 
caught this ſermonizing ſtrain from 
your late delectable 14e 2 tete, I thought | 
3 you had more ſenſe than to pay any 
attention to what 


* | ® Tho Pric, or what de urg, b have taught, * 


is 3 Ladythipwho 1 
have paid attention to them, why elſe 
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be in the vapours at ſubjects to which ny 
you giver no credit. Po. 


O lord, OO as to death 1 hate 
the mention of it, for to be ſure one 
knows that people muſt dic n: time 
or other.” 


People, 10 Emma, „ ſmiling, 


All men ink all men : mortal but 
| themſelves.” | 


But why {ould your Ladyſhip 
have ſuch an averſion to the thoughts 
of death, fince I dare fay you think 
your life a i perfe&tly 1 innocent one.” 


0 _ be ſure I do (cried ſhe) but 
F ">... 


A ANNA MELV1 b 
one is 10 extremely well in this world, 
that one does not with to change 3 


ee In the country, for example,” ſaid 
Mrs. Roſcommon. 


« O the country is horrid to be "Mm 
: | one can ie call it life.“ 


« But in town (ſaid Emma) where 
you acknowledge that its amuſements 
are ſo inſipid and fatiguing.” 
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Win muſt be owned (returned 

ber Ladyſhip) there is too much ſame- 
neſs in them, but 1385 help to kill 
time,” Rb 5 
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So then all the uſe) your  Ladythip 
can make of this boaſted world is to 
get rid of it as faſt as poſſible, to kill 


the fleeting, but to you, tedious mo- 


ments, as they riſe.” 


75 rar Mrs. Reben you falk 
ſo ſtrangely grave this morning, I am 


fure, upon the whole, nobody is fonder 


of the world than I am, but when you 
come to your critical enquiries, about 


what conſtitutes it's Joys, why then 


to be ſure one is rather at a loſs, 


neither plays, nor balls, nor maſque- 
rades, nor even cards of themſelves, 
after one has tried them a hundred 


times over, but it is the je ne ſcai quoi, 
the Celia all together.” 
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120 ANNA MELVIL, 


« But Sock not Lady Georgina think 


that a repetition of what is become 


inſipid, and what in reality are amuſe- 


ments, fitter for children than grown 


people, i is rather below the dignity of 
human nature: : what can one think 
when one beholds crowds of all ranks, 
and all ages, ſitting quietly for hours L 


to gaze at the witleſs feats of a har- 


lequin.” 


« As to that (faid her Ladyſip) 
* people of faſhion now frequent 


. theatre, the opera is the rage at 
5 preſent, and you muſt allow that an 
opera like a pillory may be ſaid (in- 
terrupted Emma, ſmiling) to nail the 


ears down, but expoſe the head.” _ 


Tou 
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 _ & You are ſo ſevere (reſumed her 
Ladyſhip) that you will not allow any 
thing to be tolerable; I do not pretend 
to ſay that one does not tire at the 
opera, but I am ſure that it is charming 
to have a box there, and to be taken 
notice of as having the fineſt jewels, 
the higheſt feathers, or the neweſt 
faſhion, to attract admiration, and to 
make half one's female friends die with 
envy.” 


« That to be ſure muſt be delightful 
(cried Emma) and it ſhews ſuch an 
amiable diſpoſition too in thoſe who 
wiſh to excite ſuch pleaſing paſſion z 
but pray, now you have found out ſuch 
rational ſources of happineſs for the 

NO 8h -* G young 


as. "AN NA M ELV bile 
young and fair, what reſource do you 
provide for ladies of a certain age?” 


ce O why, while one is young one 
never dreams about growing old, and 
really old people are a very uſeleſs ſet 
of beings in my opinion; they ſerve 
for chaperons indeed, and have the 
effect of ſhade in a picture, to ſet off 
the principal figures to advantage; 
good ſouls! they are loth to give up 
their footing on the ſtage of life, and 
are ſo willing to amble about, though 
ready to ſink under the fatigue, when 
they can get the young and handſome 
to put themſelves under their protec- 
tion, then they have everlaſting cards 
_ i 
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« What a degrading picture has your 


Ladyſhip painted of a ſet of rational 
and immortal beings (ſaid Mrs. Roſ- 
common) beings who muſt give an 
awful 4 account of their actions.” 


« Stand FATE" Lady Geor- 
gina) what a turn do you give to every 


thing this morning, ſurely there 1 is no 


harm in innocent amuſements.“ 


« But a whole life ſpent in amuſe- 


ment ceaſes to be innocent; for what 
time does it leave for piety, charity, 


and the exerciſe of the ſocial duties, 


what time for the cultivation of the 
mind, and che perfecting our natures, 


and preparing us for thoſe intellectual | 
. eryoyments,” | 
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124 ANNA M BI vII. 
The coach ſtopped at the inn, it 
was a relief to her Ladyſhip, who be- 
gan to be heartily tired of the conver- 
ſation, as ſhe had never before heard 
a handſome woman talk in the ſtyle 
that Emma had done, ſhe could no way 
f account for it but by ſuppoſing that 
| the was turned methodiſt. Such is 
the compliment the world pays a ſet 
of people whom it affects to deſpiſe, 
by branding every one with that name, 
who dare acknowledge themſelves 
chriſtians, either by words or actions. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


LMM 's delicacy would not ſuffer = 
her to ſtop at the inn where 
Lord Deſmond was confined, ſhe had 
however wrote to the Earl to inform, 
him of her intended journey, and her. 
motive fortaking it, and alſo apologized 
for Lady Georgina's accompanying 
her, without waiting for his permiſſion 1 
ſhe added, that ſhe hoped ſhe would 
os, G63 ſoon 
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126 ANNA *I Lo 


ſoon have the pleafure of preſenting 


her to his Lordſhip at Briſtol. 


| It Vas late in the evening when they 


arrived at that city, they got, without 


much difficulty, a commodious houſe, 
at no great diſtance ſrom the wells. — 
Mrs. Roſcommon reſted better than 


- ſhe had for ſome time paſt, owing to 


the exerciſe of her journey; as ſoon 
as ſhe was dreſt in the morning, ſhe 


' ſummoned her couſin (Lady Georgina 
could not ſo early compleat the labours 
of her toilet) to accompany ber to the 


morning aſſembly of invalids, in hopes 


of finding amongſt them their lovely 
Anna, they examined every face they 
met, nor were theirs leſs examined. 


During 


* 
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During the whole ſeaſon, though the 


place had been crowded with the fair 
and young, they had ſeen nothing to 
equal the charms of Emma, nor did 
_ Miſs Courtney paſs without her ſhare 
of admiration; very little attention 
| however did the charming couſins pay 


to their admirers, they were too much 
_ diſappointed at their fruitleſs ſearch 
after their friend, to feel any ſatisfaction 
from the gratification of their vanity. 


They were about to quit thai rooms 
when they were met at the door by 
Sir Richard Mildmay— this meeting 


gave them pleaſure—he told them he 


could not diſcover his daughter, though 
| he had made the moſt diligent enquiry. 
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128 ANNA MELVIL. 


* 


ec We hoped to have met her here 


(ſaid Mrs. Roſcommon) and I am 


alarmed at our diſappointment, becauſe = 


I fear ſhe is too ill to quit her apart- 
ment; let us however haſten to her 
lodgings, I have the direction.“ 


« Js it poſſible! (cried Sir Rich- 


ard, in a tranſport of joy) O thn 


let us loſe no time, how delighted ſhall 
4 be to embrace my child.” 


They ſoon reached the houſe where 
Mr. Elwin had informed her his wite 


and Miſs Melvil boarded. 


e Let us be cautious (ſaid Emma, 
= ſhe knocked at the door) let me 


have time to N her for the un- 


* 


—_— 
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expected fight of a father, and for | 


events which 1 truſt if revealed with 


precaution, will be the means of re- 


ſtoring her to health and ** 


Alas no precaution was neceſſary— 


| the miſtreſs of the houſe informed 
them, that the two ladies were gone- 


into the country, the youngeſt of them, 
| ſhe ſaid, thought ſhe ſhould be the 
be better for change of air, but for my 


part (added ſhe) I think ſhe will never 


be better till ſhe reaches the heavenly 
manſions to which ſhe is haſtening 
ſhe 1s already an angel both in perſon 
and mind, I ſhall never ſee her like 
| again dear pious ſoul that ſhe is, and 
the elderly. gentlewoman is as good 
a creature too as ever lived, and as 

G 5 £ fond. 
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= ANNA MELVIL. 


ben of Mi as if ſhe were her own 
daughter, and poor young creature by 


What J can find the has no other— 


no parents. 


W from them to 
hide his emotions. 


| place they are gone?” aſked Mrs. 
Roſcommen. 


No really, madam (faid the woman) 
1 never thought of enquiring when 
lodgers at this ſeaſon, and what with 
though 1 ſhould be glad to hear that 
4 FF 
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0 poor young lady is better, ſhe 
ſeemed to have ſomething on her. 


mind as one may ſay, but ſhe never 
made no comphint, but fat, as I for- 


get his name, that wrote the play 


days, 8 


« Like Poverty on a Tomb, 
« Smiling at Sorrow.“ 


* 1 mayn't bave it quite right, but 
I know L uſed to think of the ſpeech: 
when I have ſeen her ſitting with her- 


1 acroſs and her eyes fixed on the 


ground, and her face ſo pale and her 
men, 


They lad ot die. e mate, 
bs. hoped. bene thas. Mw? | 
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132 ANNA MELYIL, 


common might diſpatch a letter to 


| Mr. Elvin, to requeſt that he would, 


with all poſſible expedition, ſend a 
direction to where his wife and Miſs 


| Melvil had removed. 


Emma had politely invited Sir 


' Richard to ſpend the day with her, 


ſhe compaſſionated his anxious ſitua- 
tion, and though but little fit for ſo- 
ſiety herſelf, thought it would be cruel 

to ſuffer him to return to his ſolitary 
 habiration. 


Lady Georgina had, during their 


_ abſence, ſeen ſome of her acquaintance 


from the window, and had gone with 


| them to the wells, delighted to mix 


again with beings of her own turn, 
for 
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Hin cd Mad hee] in 
a new world, but even its novelty could 


not * it attractions. 8 


The amiable - and Sir Richard 
were ſeated near the window at break- | 


faſt, when a poſt coach and four drove 


by „which they inſtantly knew to be 
that of the Earl of Dorville ; Emma 


dropped the cup from her trembling 
hand, luckily Sir Richard did not wit- 


neſs her emotions, as he had, thrown 


up the ſaſh to call to the ſervants, the 


carriage ſtopped, and in a few minutes 
both the Earl and his ſon entered 
the apartment; Miſs Courtney had 


the preſence of mind to give her couſin 
ane, * made their ap- 


pearance, 
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Lord Deſmond was much altered 
buy his illneſs, but it was an alteration 
9 = whichrather heightened than diminiſhed 
7 . attractions, a momentary glow ſuf- 
bl füuſed both his and Emma's _ 

on his firſt addreſs, which had in it 
melancholy tenderneſs, of which hor 
heart felt the full * 


Sir Richard embraced him as the 
firſt protector of his daughter, and as 
| the man who he hoped would ere long. 
eonſole her for her paſt ſufferings ; 
they made but a ſhort viſit ;, but the 
Earl propoſed, if Mrs. Roſcommon; 


would permit them the honor, to attend 
her 
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her again in the evening, as he wiſhed 


to ſee his daughter, who he hoped the 
vould give leave to continue with her 


till their return to town. Emma 


courteſied her conſent to both his 


requeſts, the former of which was, alas! | | 


but too agreeable to her. 


they were gone, full of ſpirits, ſhe had 


met half a hundred of her acquaintance,, 
ſhe had formed a no leſs number of 


engagements, one of which was to go 
to the ball that evening,, and ſhe had 


| hurried home that ſhe might have time 
to dreſs, and to give the fair couſins | 


timely notice, as ſhe hoped = would 
Axconipany her, 


« We 


\ 


136 ANNA MELVIL: 


« We cannot poſſibly do ourſelves 
that pleaſure (ſaid Mrs. Roſcommon) 
I came not here with any idea of going 
to public places, beſides, the Earl and 
your brother have promiſed to be here, 
no doubt with a deſire to ſee your 
hs.” 


cc O as to that (cried ſhe) they will 
ſee me ſoon enough; if they do not 
come before I go, I muſt beg of you 
to make the proper compliments on 


” the occaſion.” 


| CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


| ORD Deſmond felt ſo ſenſible a 
— pleaſure in the company of Mrs. 


Roſcommon, that he was impatient 


do pay his promiſed viſit; but much 
as her beauty charmed, and greatly 
as he revered her character, he yet 
found that his heart had never expe- 


rienced a real paſſion but for his Anna; 


his emotions (on the now renewed 
hopes of calling her his) convinced 
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133 ANN A'MELVTL.. 
him of the infinite difference between 
love and friendſhip, he rejoiced that 
he had not united himſelf to one on 
whom he could only beſtow the latter, 
when ſhe was ſo worthy of a fervent 
and undivided affection, and he felt 
that his firſt enthuſiaſtic paſſion would 
alſo be his laſt; the melancholy ac- 
counts which he heard of Miſs Melvil's 
health, had planted daggers in his 
heart, yet he flattered himſelf that the 
_ fortunate change in her fituation, the 
_ Happineſs of finding a father, and above 
all a lover who adored her, and to 
the indulgence. of whoſe paſſion for 
her, there were no longer any obſtacles, 
would reſtore her to health and peace; 
eſtabliſhed, he had on his firſt ſepara- 
_ e tion 
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© tion from her ſuffered ſo ſeverely, that 
the phyſicians were apprehenſive of a 
decline, and for that reaſon adviſed him 


to go abroad the wound he had re- 
ceived from the highwayman — the 


emotion and anxiety with. which his 


mind had for ſome time paſt been 


agitated, had again brought on ſome 
of thoſe ſymptoms which the fine air 
of Italy had removed. 


The Earl was greatly alarmed, and 


inſiſted on his drinking the waters, and 


for that purpoſe determined to continue 
ſome months at Briſtol, which indeed 


was the moſt proper refidence both 
for him and Miſs Melvil; he. had for 


that reaſon, immediately on quitting + 


| Mrs. a n, ordered the beſt 
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140 ANNA MELVIL. | 
houſe that could be got in the place 
to be hired for him. This had en- 
gaged him till eight o'clock in the 


* 


* 


evening, when he told his ſon that he 
was ready to accompany him to their 


fair friends. 


Juſt as Lord Deſmond was quitting 


N the apartment, a ſervant delivered him 
a letter, he inſtantly knew the hand, 
and as its contents were of i importance, 


he begged the Earl to go, and he 


would follow him to Mrs. Roſcom- 


mon's as ſoon as poſſible. 


The letter was as follows: 7 
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SIR WILLIAM FENTON, 


LORD DESMOND. 


CAN no longer ſupport this ſtate 

X of confinement, my dear Henry, 
I will poſitively make my appearance 
in propria perſona and ſtand my trial, 


a man might as well be hanged at 
once, as live this curſed life of hide 
and ſeek ; I cannot help laughing at 
the ſurpriſe my appearance will excite, 
the good folks will think I have as 

many lives as a cat—my Sophia too, Eh 
Oy conltant, Tg woman— 
why 


| * * 
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why would my very -prodeiit friend, 
compel me to cauſe ſuch anguiſh in 
the fond breaſt of my charmer ; yet let 
me not upbraid you, ſince both you 
and Summerville acted from the kindeſt 
of motives, and with a ſagacity of 
which I ſhould never have been capable 
of forming the idea—to be ſure, as 
| you juſtly argued, it was not a proper 
time for me to have ſurrendered my- 
elf, for if 1 had, what with the im- 
placable reſentment of Sir Marmaduke, 
and the propriety of conduct which 
Mrs. Roſcommon muſt have obſerved, 
if I had even been acquitted. Sophia 
4 could not with decency (nor would 
:. her friends have ſuffered her to) have 
; accepted of me; you therefore wiſely 
adviſed me, as my wound Rare. a pre- 
tence 
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. 


beer once = more. to n t of 


| e to the Babi e ref | 
Sir . and prevail on * n 


fondneſs for the match, would, you 
thought, be no difficult taſk ; but then, 


in the mean time, if you had but- ſuf- 


| fered me to go abroad, and commu- ; Z 


_ nicated the ſecret to my fair one, who 
had promiſed to follow me, we ſhould 


at this moment have been revelling in 


all the joys of love and freedom; in- 
ſtead of which, I am almoſt. afraid to 
pop my head out of a window for « 
mouthful of freſh air. | 


* 


E. 


# 
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E 

T have not forgot your viſe argu- 
ments on the occaſion, that it would 
, be tempting her to at imprudently, 
1 conſiſtently with the delicacy of her 
ſex, that it would for ever embroil us 
both with her family, and prevent our 
return, either with ſafety to. me, or 5 
credit to either, to our native country; 3 
you added, that the ſorrow ſhe would | 
again experience at the report of my 
death, would be an added motive for 
my attachment to her, and would, you 
hoped, fix my hitherto wavering and 
inconſtant heart, wholly her's—it — 
it is perfectly ſo, and I now long for 
nothing ſo much as to regain my 
liberty, that I may loſe it again, and 7 
that for life, by commencing Benedict, 
dhe married man, as [ . you 

have 


„ 
IC 3 
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have treaty done, by putting on the 


ſilken fetters of your divine wid ww. Th 
I pardon your long ſilence on that | 


account ; but as to Summerville, ſurely 


he has not got ſome ſuch crotchet in 1 
| his ſober brain, why then does he not 1 
| 
write, but indeed I muſt in ſome mea- 4 


| fare acquit you both, ſince I have ven- : „ 
tured to change my retreat, and have | 
not thought of ſending either of you 

my direction, and upon ſecond thoughts 
1 will not now ſend it, becauſe I fore 


ſee that you will oppoſe my plan, and 
my heart is ſer on it, 


Adieu, adieu, joy to you if you are, 
matrimonized, if not perhaps I may 
with ſtill more propriety, ſend my 

VOL, II, Z 


* +. 


At a 7 * 


146 AN N A ME L VI. 


congratulations; at all rates 1 am, my 
dear Lord, your infinitely obliged, 

and * 5 | 5 
r r Fx rox. 
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Lord Deſmond was greatly alarmed 
at the new project of his lively and 
impetuous friend; the preſent ſituation 
of affairs were now much more unfa- 
vorable to him than ever. Sir Mar- 
- maduke would not wiſh for a higher 
gratification, than to have an oppor- 
. tunity of giving vent to his anger 
(occaſioned by his late diſappointment) 
on the man for whom he had ſo long 
harbored an - implacable reſentment ; | 
and it would be impoſſible: for Fenton 
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and Sopkia to be united with a proſ⸗- 
pect of happineſs, if the world in 1 
general were not ſuffered to believe, 
chat it was Niſbet, and not the Fenton | 
| who had fatally cauſed the death of 
| the huſband of her friend, to whom 
ſhe had given her hand; he knew not i 
how to act, or how to avert the im- 


pending danger. 


I his ſubject had ſo diſcompoſed 
him, that he was incapable of enjoying 
even the converſation of Emma; ſhe 
faw, and but too ſeverely felt his ab- 

© ſence, and cold inattention to what ſhe 
ſaid; her delicate fpirits were ſoon 
affected with an equal degree of ſad- 
neſs, none of the party indeed were 
W Sophia had long ceaſed to 
", M's - - 
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be * though ſhe generouſly attem pted 


1 


the appearance of it, out of regard to 
ber friend. | 


Sir Richard was wholly abſorbed 
in anxious thoughts about his daugh- 
ter, the Earl, and Lady Georgina (who 
did not till late go to the ball) had 
almoſt all the converſation to them- 


EEC eo 
— 2 * 
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ſelves, and it was of too frivolous and | 
faſhionable a nature, to excite the leaſt 
attention in thevreſt of the company. 


i= After tea, Mrs. Roſcommon, ſick 
at heart, and tired of the reſtraint ſhe 
was compelled to ſuffer, propoſed a 
walk, as the evening was delightful— 
Lord Deſmond, no leſs tired of the 
Vviſit than her, was glad of any change, 
and. 
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and immediately offered to attend her— F 
the Earl and Sir Richard declined be- | 
ing of the party—Emma, Sophia and 
Lord Deſmond choſe the moſt retired 
path they could find, and each of the 
ladies being prevailed on to accept of 
an arm, they ſtrolled to a conſiderable _ 
diſtance from the wells, near which 
their houſe was ſituated. 


The air, the beauty of the ſurround- 
ing objects, inſenſibly revived their 
ſpirits, and ſhed that calm ſerenity on 

| their mind, that the country never fails 

to inſpire in thoſe who have taſte and 

ſentiment; their converſation was grave, 
even alittle plaintive, which rendered 

it the more intereſting. Emma led 
to the ſubject ſhe knew would be moſt 
EEE H 1 | agreeable 
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| agreeable to his 3 ſhe talked 
of Anna, of her charms, of her ſweet- 
neſs, of their mutual friendſhip. 


Lord Deſmond ſoſtened to tender- 
neſs, preſſed her hand to his breaſt, 
his eyes ſpoke his admiration and his 
gratitude, he no longer could reſtrain 
the fond effuſions of his heart, but in 
his turn related the circumſtances of 

his firſt meeting wich the lovely maid ; 
of their mutual attachment, of her 
delicacy, of her diſintereſted paſſion, 
of his deſpair when ſhe fled from him, 

of the life he led while abroad, and in 
ſhort, painted in the moſt glowing 
colours, that flame which animated his 
breaſt, and which 7 but death 
could cs!” 


1h 
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Emma dropped a ſilent t tear | while 
the hung on every gentle accent, and 
ſighed to herſelf — you alone were 
formed to kindle a flame in mine, 
which conſumes my peace, and which 
never can be | reciprocal; no, I will 
conquer it, never more to rekindle, 
not even you ſhould have that power, 
were Anna no longer in exiſtence; | 
my reſolution is fixed, and. I for ever 
bid adieu to love. 


They had inſenſibly wandered ſome 
miles from the town, when the ſight 
of a neat cottage (which obſtructed 
their path) attracted their notice. 
How naturally one ſuppoſes hap- 
you to have fixed its abode under 
„„ ſuch 
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ſuch a lowly roof as this (ſaid Emma) 


and yet, alas! its inhabitants experience 
only a different kind of miſery to thoſe 


who inhabit a palace, one is oppreſſed 
with What. is ſuperfluous, and the other 
diſtreſt with the want of even com- 
mon neceſſaries, and I fear when we 
ſeriouſly reflect, we ſhall find that all 
the happineſs we can n below, is 
the mere abſence of pain.“ 


„ cruſt Canan e Definond, 


ſmiling) both you and I ſhall be able, 


from pleaſing experience, to mt that 


it is not Wo _ negative,” 


oe ins * n may not (ſighed 


Sophia) but for chi 


« Even 
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3.7 


ce Even in this, imperfect as it is, | 
(interrupted his Lordſhip) there are 
many ſources of real pleaſure, and 1 


—— — — — Gy 
r „ Wd — 
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can conceive an idea of happineſs that 


{ 


muſt even riſe to rapture.” 

A lively imagination may eaſily 
conceive bright ideas (returned ſhe) 
but I fear they will be found merely 
ideal, we cannot ſay the ſame of pain, . 
for Oh! how exquiſite are. e the wounds 


it gives.“ 


„ You have ſeverely felt the one, 
my ſweet friend (reſumed Lord Deſ- 
mond) but remember that breaſt can 
ne'er a pleaſure know, which never 
felt a pain, and 1 propheſy that it will 
not be long ere you experience the 


former,” CO ba : 
Bag. While _ 
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1 While he ſpoke they ſaw a gentle- 
man, and lady who was leaning on 
his arm, in a little wood at ſome diſ- 
tance, their backs were to them, but 
they were ftruck with the air and 
figure of both. Lord Deſmond was 
ſeized with a tremor I cannot be 
miſtaken (exclaimed he) my heart 
tells me, it is, it muſt be my Anna.” — 
| heruſhed forward, the ladies followed 
almoſt equally agitated—the ſtrangers 
turned round at the noiſe—in a mo- 
ment Miſs Melvil (for it was her) 


ſunk fainting into the arms of her _ 
man fer only her. 


eee ere Saphbel e een 
emotions, when in the gentleman who 
— beheld her Fen- 


. 
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an is too faint—the ſur- 
priſe, the joy (mixed with terror, for 
ſhe could not credit her ſenſes) was 
too much, ſhe uttered a loud ſhriek 
and fell ſenſeleſs to the earth, ere he 
had leiſure to fly to her ſupport, and 
Jo death like was her appearance, that 
Sir William was half frantic with ap- 
prehenſion- I have killed her (cried 
he) I have murdered the beloved of 
my heart—=O Sophia ſpeak to me, 
open thoſe charming eyes, tis thy 
F enton calls thee !” 


Mrs. . Roſcommon, though ſcarce 
able to ſupport herſelf, adminiſtered 
all the aſſiſtance ſhe could towards her 
recovery, but in vain, the people of 

the houſe were called to their aſsiſt- = 
. H 6 : ance 


f 
| 
| 
| 
i 
£ « 
| 
| 
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| ance, ſhe was carried in and laid on a 
bed, without ſhewing any ſym ptoms 
ol returning life. „ 


Lord Deſmond and Anna almoſt 
ceaſed to think of each other in the 


general terror; Mrs. Elwin who was 


more collected than the reſt, was con- 


? every body to quit the room but her- 
ſelf, and then by proper remedies ſhe 


ſoon reſtored her to her ſenſes. | 


„Where am 1 (cried Sophia, look- 


ing wildly round) what a dream have 
I had, but do not leave me O]! he 
has appeared to me, my Fenton has 
-warned me hence, ſee, he ſtill beckons 


me -I come, I come, beſt beloved of 
. F 


% 
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men, 1 follow thee | to thy lady 


grave.“ 


270 Compoſe yourſelf, dear Miſs Court- 
ney (faid Mrs. Elwin) you have been 


. alarmed, and no wonder—" 


89 S % 


. « Alarmed (repeated Sophia, ſtill 


With a wild air) am I at the hall here 
is my coufin—you are the good Mrs. 
Elwin—well do I know you. 


OY 


« No doubt you do, my dear child; 


but do not look ſo wildly, recollect 


yourſelf, you have ſeen Sir William 
Fenton, he has been here this week, 
ſo have Miſs Melvil and I; his wound 


was not mortal as at firſt ſuppoſed, 2 


| but he durſt not diſcover himſelf for 
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Fear of Sir Marmaduke, Mr. Summer- 
ville would not ſuffer him,” 


tc T cannot comprehend you {cried 
Sophia, endeavouring to collect her 
ſcattered ſenſes) have I then really ſeen 
the hy and not the dead? 4, | 


Yes (ried the cnputene Fenton, 


.ruſhing in) you have my Sophia ſeen 
him who lives for you alone.” 


In a moment ſhe was locked in his 
.arms—Lord Deſmond, Who followed 
him, ſaid with a ſmile, © Did I not tell 
you, Miſs Courtney, that happineſs 
| was a reality, are you not convinced?” 
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She was almoſt 
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her fine form had undergone, but he 
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would not permit himſelf for a mo- 


* on A 
2 4 
X * 7 * 
* o 
* * 42 
a \ 
i 
. * 
- P 
4 s 2 5 
* 1 
- = me 
{3 13 3 
Kin. 12 R 5 
* * 
[4 
* 1 a £ 
- x 
& a2 5 0 — 
* — 
© 
- 
d 45 * 5 * * 
* 
* 
* 
* : ; 
ws * 


* 


» 
F 
3 
1 


p 


** 


1 
4 


7 


ment to indulge a doubt of her reco- 


8 TELE 

E : "982 
Oo * 5 E : 8. 

: 1 22 

2 1 14 
5 3 

8 h- 2 4 2 'S 
2 : 2 LL = © 

2 "0 8 
3 © 2 8. = 

| Et 4$ 


- V4. 3 * 
ee TT 


- = 
a 
= Ig 


4 
Wn 


1-*J43F= IM 
13-43 - 
88 8 32 ; . 
CTY > © B 
13+ :4333 = 
8 = 2 2 
E 2 
E 9 S 14 * 4 


t 


* 


RY 


162 ANNA MELVIL. 


little was ſhe affected at the ee 
to which ſhe was going to be raiſed— 
Shall I then embrace a father (cried ſhe) 
ſhall the hitherto Þoor and friendleſs 
Anna receive the bleſsing of a father, 
delightful thought, I ſhall now die in 
peace, he will cloſe the eyes of his 
late found daughter. 


Ahl Anna, wound not my ſoul 
by ſuch an idea, will you not live to 
make your Henry happy.” 


. «. What would I not do to make 
you ſo (ſaid the fweet weeping girl) 
but it will not be my Deſmond, 
fate has otherwiſe decreed, and we muſt 
ſubmit, at any rate tis impoſsible 1 
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could ever be yours, gratitude, friend- 
ſhip, forbid it.” 04 11008 T2 


No power on earth ſhall forbid it 
N Deſmond) if you will: but 


« If I will (repeated ſhe with a faint 


4 ſmile) Alas my Henry, were it in my 
power, I never till now had reaſon to 
Ne but tis en _ not 


* 0 — 


Deſmond) I will not, cannot bear it; 
but why are you ſo far from the wells, 


why have you not a phyſician, let me 


whole faculty ſhall be conſulted, let 
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them take all I have, ſo they do > 


reſtore you to, me; but you wiſh to 


die, remember however that your 
7 Henry's life depends on yours; never 
more will we be ſeparated, if not united 
in thoſe ſoft bands for which my ſoul 
pants, we will at leaſt be united | in the 
ove.” THonats;) Hi T 


« We will talk no more 10 death 
laid ſhe, ſmiling through her tears) 
the thoughts of yours is too much 
for me; but tell me, is the boſom of 
my gentle friend at peace, how does 
the ſofteſt of her ſex, my De bear 


her n 22 


1 11 will not n — ther i 
ax one to her- ww Lord- Deſ- 
mond) 
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mond) ſhe is all goodneſs, ſhe conde- 


ſcends to honor me with her friend- 


ſhip, I hope; I believe her heart was 
not formed to feel with violence a 


warmer paſsion.“ 


So endeavoured to think Lord Deſ- 
mond, but ah! how fatally for Mrs. 
Roſcommon's peace was he miſtaken; 
it is true ſhe patiently ſubmitted to 


her fate, not becauſe her paſsions were 


languid, but becauſe ſhe had taught 


herſelf (or rather religion had taught a 


her) to keep them under proper re- 


gulation, true piety had been and was 


her ſupport under every trial, ſhe 


knew to form a true eſtimate of this 5 


tranſient world; how like an angel 


did ſhe appear, when ſhe ſung to her 


ba, 


Fi. 
4 * 
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harp, as ſhe frequently did, ſome of 
Watt's bymns, who! was a favorite poet 
with her. 


Long nights and darkneſs dwell below, 
With ſcarce one twinkling ray; 

But the bright World to which we go, * 

Iss everlaſting Day. | 


She had formed her plan, and when 
once formed no one was more ſteady to 
| their purpoſe. Her charitable eſtabliſh- 
L ments, the happineſs of others ſhould 
now be her only purſuit, religion the 
buſineſs and the conſolation of hers. 


i She was generouſly affected at Miſs 
Melvirs indiſ poſition, ſhe feared that 


be was too far gone for any medical 
"wn  aſsiſtance 
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: alsiſtance to be of ſervice to her, but 
ſtill while there was life, there was at 
leaſt a ſhadow of hope. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw her ſettled at 
her father's, ſhe adviſe d Miſs Courtney 
to remain with her while ſhe went to 
London, in order, if poſsible, to effect 

a reconciliation between Sir Marma- 
duke and Sir William Fenton, if ſhe 
could prevail on him to give up all 
thoughts of a trial; there was nothing 
to prevent their union, as he might 
ſtill retain the name of Niſbet, and Sir 
William Fenton would be forgot, or 
| if diſcovered after their marriage, it 

would be of leſs conſequende. She 
was going to undertake an arduous 


Oo 
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4 but nothing appears too difficyl | 
| for true friendſhip. #. : 


Her ſpirits had been anche PAP 
by the affecting ſcene which paſſed 
between Sir Richard and his daughter; 4 
it was difficult,” to ſay whether joy 
or ſorrow predominated in the breaſt 
of the father, the former on reco- 
vering his charming daughter was 
exquiſite, but how was it damped to 
behold the viſibly dangerous ſtate of 
her health, the beſt advice that could 
be procured was inſtantly applied for, 
the houſe was crowded with the medical 
e 


Lord . whole time and 
attention was employed in watching 
over 
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| ove his beloved, and endesvoütlüg 
| to prevent her wiſhes by the moſt 

4 tender aſſiduity; nor was the Earl, with | 
whom fince her change of fortune ſhe + 
was become a firſt favorite, in appear- 
ance leſs anxious for her recovery. 


| Sir William Fenton was (not with- 
out difficulty) prevailed on to continue 
in his retreat *till Emma had endea- 
voured to effect a reconciliation be- 
tween him and her uncle; to the 
former-however he would not yield, 
without having obtained a promiſe 
from Sophia, that ſhe would remain 
with their friends at Briſtol till the 
important affair was ſettled; to this 
requeſt ſhe found in reality no violent 
reluctance, the diſtance from his cot- 
VOL, II. : .- - 


170 ANNA MELVIL. 


tage ey the town was bur a pleaſant 
walk, and the worthy Mrs. Elwin was 
ever ready to accompany her when 
| Miſs Melvil (who was extremely fond 
of her) could 1 with her com- 


pany. 


Lady Georgina was ſufficiently 
amuſed by having met with a number 
of her gay acquaintance, with whom 

ſne was engaged from morning to 
night ; very little intereſt did ſhe take 
in what was paſſing at home, her bro- 
; ther ſhe thought made himſelf ridi- 
culouſly unhappy about a trifle, for 
| why, if Miſs Melvil ſhould die, could 
he-not take Emma, he liked her once 
well enough to intend it, ſhe was cer- 


tainly more Feat than the other, 
and 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


ARS. Roſcommon had a very 
melancholy journey, which was 
not a little encreaſed when ſhe found 
Sir Marmaduke dangerouſly ill; he 

| expreſſed great pleaſure on her arrival; 
he had wiſhed for her preſence, but his 
reſentment had prevented his requeſt- 
ing her company, that reſentment how- 


4 over inſtantly vaniſhed at the fight 
of her, and he forgot every thing that 
OED, . CY 


% 
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had paſſed when he contemplated her 
altered looks, ſhe had ſuffered much, 
though it was in filence, but though 
her tongue was filent, her expreſſive 
countenance ſpoke the feelings of her 
heart ; ſhe was pale, and had an air of 
ſettled dejection; for ſome days ſhe 
forbore to ſpeak on the ſubject which 
had occaſioned her journey, ſhe thought 
him too ill to bear it without exciting 
dangerous emotions, ſhe waited there- 
fore a favorable opportunity, and in 
the mean time made it her whole ſtudy 
to contribute to his eaſe and comfort. 


Of his recovery the phyſicians gave 
her but little hopes, though they. | 
thought he might linger ſome months 
n ; ſhe therefore deemed i it necef- 


0 ſary 
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ſary to prepare him as much as it was 
in her power for che awful event, ſhe 
read to him and talked to him with 


ſo much ſweetneſs, yet with ſuch elo- 
quence, that he was greatly affected. bs 


18 You; are my guardian angel (Kid 

| he one day) 'till you came I was 
wretched both in mind and body, but 
you have ſoothed the one, and ſoftened 
by your tender aſſiduity the pains of 


the other, Oh! my child it is a ſolemn 
thing look forward to an approach- 


ing death, particularly when | one dare 
Sony" look back. 


1 Certainly, fi (returned le) nature 
ſhudders at the proſpect of diſſolution, 
mere nature, but not ſo the chriſtian.” 
„ Alas! 


— 
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& Alas! (cried he) but what is it 


to be a chriſtian ?” 


« A lover of God and men (ſaid ſhe) 


a lover not of our friends only, but 


alſo of our enemies. 


« A hard doctrine (interrupted he) 
but I thank heaven I have no longer 


any enemies either to love or hate, 
death has freed me from the only man 
on earth that I think, I fear, I could 


not have pardoned, ſince he embitter'd 


my life, deftroy'd all my pleaſing proſ- 


pects, and made thee, my child, a | 
widow almoſt as ſoon as you became 


a wife.” 
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« And you may add (fighed Emma) 
, a widow for life ; but that is no reaſon 
why we ſhould not forgive him, ſince 
he was only an inſtrument in the hand 
of Providence.” 8 2 


5 By that doctrine (interrupted Sir 
Marmaduke, a little indignantly) you 
5 muy ma the blackeſt crimes.” : 


5 1 (returned Fenn muſt 1 8 
cuſe nor puniſh, tis the alone pre- 
rogative of heaven; we only know as 
individuals, that we muſt t if we 
hope to . 


ee is deal. (Bad be wich 
quickne) and I have no * any 
one to forgive. | 


 . "Tis | 


- 


ANNA MELVIL. 


that caſe would you do?” 


* 


177 
ce 'Tis poſſible that he may not be 
dead (returned Emma) and what in 


„Not dead (repeated he) dis a 
needleſs fuppoſition, my dear friend.” 


898 


e My father, let me call you (ſaid 
| ſhe) it is not Ao needleſs. as you 
imagine, be not alarmed (he ſtarted 
up in his bed) Pray be compoſed, 

continued ſhe, wounds may be ex- 


tremely dangerous, and yet, in the end, 


not prove mortal.“ 


« He lives then (exclaimed he) that 


foe to m peace. 


She 


ns ANN A MELVIL, 
She took his hand and preſſing it 
between hers—*< Dear fir, be compoſed 
for my fake, he is no longer your foe, 
be not one to yourſelf, forget the things 

that are paſt, and reach forward to 
| thoſe brighter proſpects that are to 
come; be generous, and pardon for 
the regard you have for your Emma, 
| the man who alone can render happy 
the friend of my heart.” 5 


Is it poſſible! 1 he, raiſing 
his Ty he lives then and I muſt die.” 


* Gal is the will of heaven,” re- 
ſumed Mrs. Roſcommon. 


« Then the will of heaven be done 
(ſaid he after a pauſe, and finking on 


- 
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his pillow) for in vain do we ſtrive 


to oppoſe, my mind is more at eaſe, 
for ſhall I own to you, my child, I have 


felt remorſe, though] have endeavoured 
to ſtifle it by pride and reſentment ; 


but what have I now to do with either 
*f thoſe hateful paſſions, the ſcene 


with me is almoſt cloſed, ſoon will the 
curtain drop for ever, and I muſt quit 
this ſtage of life, on which, alas! I have 
but ill performed my part. You have 


prevailed, my child, may. your couſin 
be happy, if ſhe can, by ſuch an union; 


but let me not ſee him, let me en- 
deavour to forget there is ſuch a being 
on earth, tis all I can do.” 


Mrs. Roſcommon threw herſelf 


on her knees, the repeatedly preſſed 
1 6 7 5 his 


1 pb 
n 
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180 ANNA MELVIL. 
his hand to her lips“ It is enough, ; 


dear fir, you have made me as happy 
as my ſituation will admit of, I aſk 
no more; my lot is miſery, but my 
Sophia at leaſt will taſte of felicity.” 
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conſolation, ſince, with all his riches his 
is a deſerted ſtate, few love to viſit 
the houſe of mourning, but it alone 
now ſuits the temper of my ſoul, haſten 
and receive the irrevocable vows of 


your Fenton, and then, whether Sir 
Marmaduke lives or dies, you will as 
to him be ſecured from further danger. - 
Go down, immediately after the cere- 


j 
| 
1 
j 
{ 
f 


mony, to Roſcommon caſtle, % "I 
and ever ſhall be, as much your habi- 
tation as my own; your fortune is large, | 
Fenton's is comparatively ſmall, but 
he ſhall not be under obligations, even 
to his Sophia, much as ſhe will glory 
in conferring them; be it my province, 


my happineſs, to render his equal to 
your own. I have ſettled every thing 
for that purpoſe, the irrevocable deed 
85 N (for 
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. 
(for ſuch it ſhall be) is already drawn, 
and in that at leaſt I muſt be indulged, 
for what have I now to do with ſuch i 
an enormous fortune as mine, which 
will ſtill be encreaſed by the death of 
my uncle, I have more than I ſhall, 
I fear be able properly to diſpoſe of, 
I ſhall have much to anſwer for when 
1 * called to give an account of my 
ſtewardſhip, you muſt aſsiſt me Sophia 

in diſcovering the ſecret abodes 1 
miſery, to their conſolation do I dedi- 
cate the reſt of my life,” E 1 


Mrs. Roſcommon, when ſhe had 
diſpatched her letter, returned to Sir 
Marmaduke, but was ſoon obliged to 


leave him, on being informed that 
Mr. Summerville and his ſiſter waited 
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her in the drawing room. They had 


much to ſay to each other, but the 
moſt acceptable part of Emma's in- 


telligence was that which concerned 


their mutual friend Sophia; the brother 
was not quite ſo delighted as the ſiſter 


on the proſpect of Miſs Courtney's 


marriage, though it muſt be oed 


that he was a moſt diſintereſted lover, 
and had treated Fenton not as a rival, 


but as a friend, and to that friendſhip 


Sir William in a great meaſure owed 


his preſent ſafety. 


M. Roſcommon begged Miks 


- Summerville to go to Briſtol, and 


haſten the wiſhed for union, for ſhe 


| feared that her letter alone would not 


a 


prevail. 


15 «TAL | 
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25 Tel my Sophia (faid ſhe) that 
the muſt not hope to ſee me till ſhe 


can introduce Sir William to me as 


her huſband, as in no other character 


can I with propriety receive him as 


a friend, or even as an acquaintance z 
they may then come to town if my 


ſtay here ſhould be prolonged, though 
they mult not expect to ſee Sir Mar- 
maduke, but as he is confined to his 
apartment we may meet as often as we 
pleaſe ; intreat her to oblige me, my 


heart is ſet on it, and remind her that 
the poor Emma's heart is not often 


gratified in its wiſhes.” 


Miſs Summerville, who was ſenſible 
of the prudence of her advice, pro- 
miſed to uſe her utmoſt influence, and 
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186 _ ANNA MEL VII. 
\® that no time might be loſt, promiſed 
alſo to ſet off for Briſtol the vey, next 
morning. 


This affair being arranged they . 
their leave, and Mrs. Roſcommon 
returned to her uncle; the had deſired 
Miſs Summerville to write from time 
to time, and to let her know minutely 
what paſſed amongſt her friends at the 


About a week after Victoria's de- 


parture ſhe received from es the 
j ___ letter. 


10 


Ll 
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% 


TO THE 
"HON, MRS. ROSCOMMON. 


EVER was there ſuch an un- 
X pardonable girl as this little 
Sophia of ours, all my fine reaſoning 
and all your ſoft perſuaſions were loſt 
in ambient air; I was out of all pa- 

tience, and Sir William to a miracle 
acted the impetuous and impatient 
5 lover, but to no purpoſe. What! would 
ſne marry when her E mma was abſent, 
when her dear friend was confined to 
the houſe of mourning ; would ſne 
_ pauſed — would ſhe what (cned J, 
AL eo in a houſe of laughter; 
but 


1 
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but, my child, it need not be ſo, for 


marriage is a ſolemn ſort of an affair 


vou know, and oftener in the end pro- 


duces the former than the latter, and | 


beſides, on this occaſion I dare ſay we 


ſhall not ſee even a ſmile on any face 
but that of Fenton and mine, except 


Lady Georgina ſhould honor us with 
her preſence, and ſhe you know always 
ſmiles to ſhew her white teeth. It 


would not do, neither raillery nor rea- 


| fon had any effect, ſo Fenton and I laid 


our wiſe heads together and formed 


© little plot, in order (as he no doubt 
would ſay if he —_ to IP - 


into eee 5 


| Yeſterday the morning being fine, 
ve ſtrolled out together about the 
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canonical houſe, that is Sophia and 


your humble ſervant. In paſting a 
_ church—As I live (cried I) there are 
a couple of ſilly ſouls juſt going to play 


the fool (J had placed my maid and 
ſervant there on purpoſe) If I live you 


you are ſo ſoon going to perform, 


ſhall g0 in and ſee the ceremony which 


though I believe you have your leſſon 
pat enough already. As I ſpoke I 


led her forward; ſhe followed ſcarce 


knowing what ſhe did, thinking on her, 


ſwain I make no doubt, fo that ſhe 


hardly attended to me; up to the altar 


marched I, when behold who ſhould 
make his appearance but Sir William, 
| he ſeized the hand of your couſin— 


O my Sophia, my beſt beloved, ſhall 


I then at laſt have the felicity to call 8 
oy | you 
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you mine. What does the man mean, 


how could you Victoria, but it will | 
anſwer no manner of purpoſe, for can 
you imagine I can and do imagine 
(whiſpered I) that you will be a happy 
wife before you leave this place, ſo 
= yield with a grace and do not expoſe 


yourſelf, ſee the miniſter is waiting, __ 


are the witneſſes : my angel is above 
the little affectations of the weak part 
of her ſex (ſaid Sir William) I beſeech 
you to oblige me, I would ſolicit it 


oh my knees were this a proper place, - 


pardon my innocent ſtratagem and 

comply with the ardent wiſhes, of your 
| Wilham.— How can you hope it, how - 
can you expect it, you exceedingly diſ- 
treſs me.—I took her hand Let your 
anger fall on me e (faid I) but do not 
* . 
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_ expoſe both yourſelf and us in this 
ſacred place; tis paſt, you have pro- 
ceeded too far to recede with pro- 
Priety.—1 proceeded (cried the dear 
girl, her colour heightened by vexa- 
tion) I made a ſign to the clergyman | 
and he began the ſervice. If ever 1 
forgive you for this, Victoria; and 
Victoria I repeat (whiſpered 1) for we 
have gained the day.—And ſo we did, 
for ſhe was actually married before 
ſhe well knew what ſhe was about; I 
do not believe ſhe diſtinctly pro- 
nounced, obey, but I am ſure when 
ſhe ſaid, I will, her whole ſoul e 
its conſent, Fo 


: A terrible ſtorm burſt upon poor 
Fenton and me as ſoon as we got clear 
| of 


— 
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of the church, but it was one of thoſe | 


fummer ſtorms to which a brighter 
day ſucceeds; every thing at home, 
had by my direction, been prepared 

for celebrating, though ſoberly, the 
| feſtival; the bride had therefore only 
| to decorate herſelf a little on our re- 
turn, though in reality ſhe hardly ſtood 
in need of it, forſhe looked very lovely 
in her white muſlin and rer chip hat. 


The — (alas yes Emma, 
the is indeed paſt all hope of recovery) 
Anna tenderly embraced and with ſin- 
cere delight congratulated your couſin 
on the long wiſhed for event. 


Lord Deſmond made not his ap- 
N when he is our of Mis 


/ 


" Melvil's 
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N l = 
* REES, — 8 i be 
S \ x? 9 


0 
| Melvibs room he Lonſtäntiy wanders Ei i . 
alone in ſome unfrequented part of FF | 
the country, with folded arms, fighs _ 
are his only language, he takes no | 
notice of any one, ſpeaks to no one, . 
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not even to his father, but when com. j | 1 
pelled to give an anſwer to the Earls | 4 
anxious enquiries after his health. I i 
would not wiſh to afflict you, but hs... 
deed I think he is in as much danger 
as his beloved, Poor Sir Richard he 
is the picture of deſpair —A melan- 
choly ending to a letter begun with 
gaity ; ; I wiſh you was here, for who 
is ſo much formed to ſooth and com- 
fort the mourner, it has been your par- 
5 ticular} E55 through. life. . 


e — 
* 1 2 
* 2 2 
2 


__ 


1 
. — 
A" en? r 1 — oy: TIE 
— r ale ® & Bo2 IE 8 
* L 2 
R 1 N N N Lk 


5 
* 2 * 4 3 - 3% 
— 8 


c 
eee — 
—— 
* dg 2 ; Bed nar 


—— abr ae aug 4 
PEE”, 8 V5 
Ae S 

No . 
— 2 N 
WL". 4 — rs 


5 42 
wt IS. > 
7 I; 


VOL, II. = Adieu, 


— — —— — th ti 


— — —E——— — 


— 
4 Deer re en. ů — 2 — — 


194 ANNA MELVIL. 


Adieu, here comes the bride, he 


will add a line, and no doubt ſhe will ex- 


_ preſs a great deal of pretty paſſion 
$ againſt me, but do not believe her, for 


I know ſhe thanks me in her heart. 


- LADY FENTON WRITES : 


She i 1s miſtaken, my Emma, I will 


not expreſs any reſentment, becauſe | 


in truth I feel none, for never ſhall I 
repent giving my hand to him who 


has ſo long and ſo juſtly poſleſt my 
| heart; but the time, the manner, much 
do I ſeriouſly diſapprove, yet though 


a wife I am not the leſs a friend, a 
friend who is ready to devote even her 
life and all ſhe has to the ſervice of 


: her beloved * but words are 


faint 
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faint to expreſs what I feel. I will 


| haſten to you, beſt and moſt amia- ; 
ble of women, ſo will my Fenton; 
think you he is not grateful for all 


you have done and all you wiſh to do, 


but for the latter it muſt not be 1 Bc, 
my kind couſin, it muſt not be, I re- 5 


pPeat, we are ſufficiently rich, and ſhould 


be completely happy were you bet 
ſo; alas! and when will that be - poor 
Lord Deſmond, my heart bleeds for 
him; but I will haſten to you, and on 


this faithful boſom you ſhall weep for 
his melancholy fate as well as for your 


own; till then adieu, ſiſter of my 


heart. , 
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CH AP. XXVII. 


MMA retired early to her apart- 
ment that ſhe might freely i in- 


; dulge her grief, and weep over the 
melancholy tidings that ſhe had received 


of fer friends, — Unfortunate Anna 


_ (ſighed ſhe) and thou moſt amiable 


of men, but ſoon will you both be at 


reſt, while I am left to mourn; you 


were lovely in your lives, and in your 
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Wulle ſhe was thus indulging a ſad} 
luxury, of Moe, ſhe. heard. a buſtle 
among the ſervants, and in a few. ma- 
ments aſter, her maid, with a terrified! 


look, entered the room, and faltered 


out“ O madam, poor Sir Marma- 


duke, he is dying - an apoplectic fit 


the doctors are ſent Hoey but I. * 
they will come too 


Mrs. Nen haftened to his 
apartment ag faſt as her trembling; feet 
would permit her, but even ſhe came 
too late, her kind uncle had braathed 
** laſt ſigh. 


The ſhock was great though» long 
expected, ſcenes of death muſt, at leaſt | 


at the time, affect the moſt inſenſible z 
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but upon a mind like Emma's, deep | 
was the-impreſſion, it had on her the 
falutary effect of Nee her N 
. the world.” 8 £ 


The next morning me ſent for Mr. 
15 erville, and he kindly undertook 

to ſettle every thing requiſite on the 
occaſion. The funeral was ſuitable 
to the rank and fortune of the deceaſed. 


In his will Emma found herſelf ſole 


| heireſs to all he poſſeſt, real and per- 


ſonal, except generous legacies to his 
domeſtics, and ſtill more generous ones 
to ſome of his friends, amongſt whom 
was the worthy Mr. Summerville, nor 
was his ſiſter forgot. 


As 
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As ſoon as Mrs. Roſcommon' s pre- 
| ſence could be diſpenſed with, ſhe ſet 
off for Briſtol, with a fad preſentiment 


of the melancholy ſcenes ſhe was going 5 


to be witneſs to; did ſhe alight at her 
houſe, where Sir William and Sophia 
had taken up their aboad, the latter 
ſaw her carriage from the window, and 
| flew with all the eagerneſs of friend- 
| ſhip to welcome her. 


Aſter their firſt embraces were over— 


Does ſhe ſtill live (cried Emma, and 
in a more faltering accent added— 


and Deſmond? Ah! my couſin, who 


can ſupport me under the trials I have 
fall to encounter!” 4 
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0 What ſhall I fay (returned Sophia, | 
| weeping) they both live, but alas! we 
dare not hope for the recovery of 
either.” 1 h nt 


Emma claſped her hands, and raiſing 
her eyes to heaven, exclaimed Yet 
I ſhall ſee Aim auge more.“ 
| Vieoria, who had been topay Anna 
'A viſit, entered as ſhe ſpoke—< I can- 
not ſpeak to you, I cannot. welcome 
vou (eried ſhe, as ſhe threw herſelf 
into a chair) my heart is almoſt broke, 
I know not what buſineſs I had amongſt | 
_ You, if ever there was an. angel Frey 
the is one. 3 


« Anna 
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Anna do you mean (ald Sophia) 
too ſaon will ſhe literally be one; but 
is ſhe ſo much worſe this evening. 


“So much worſe (reſumed Vic- 
toria) that ſhe has been taking leave, 
x moſt ſolemn and. pathetic leave of 
her father, ſhe has been endeavouring 
to comfort Lord Deſmond; but ſuch 
a comforter, even Georgina, the inſen- 
fible Georgina ſhed: tears; as for Deſ- 
mond, he ſeems. only to wait for her 
laſt ſigh, that he may permit his O.] m 

to eſcape, his looks chill me wich hor- 
ror, he neither ſpeaks nor wee ps, his 
eyes are rivetted to her ſweet emaciated 
face with ſuch an expreſsion of an- 
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(A deep figh Hom Emma called 
their attention to her, ſhe had funk 
back in her chair totally inſenſible, it 
was not without difficulty they could 


effect her recovery Pardon, dear. 


eſt creature, for thus affecting you (ſaid 
4 Miſs Summerville) I ought to have 
uſed more precaution, but 1 hardly 
aa 


bl You have done OVER wrong 
(returned Emma, with ſweet com- 7 
poſure) the ſhock” muſt have been 
equal in whatever way J received it; 
but tell me, may I not ſee my dying 
and N ky 


| Ton . 8 quis Sophia) 
the is OY * for your 


arriv | 
« Then 
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er Then 1 will af go,” ſaid 
_— riſing. 


« Tt will be too much for you ſo 
ſoon after the fatigue of your journey.” 


Nothing can be too much for m —& || 
after ſurviving ſo much miſery as 1 ll 
have done ; detain me not then, my = 
| couſin, but rather make haſte to  . | 
mann e | ' 
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Mi Summerville took © care to a 3 Cl 8 
1 priſe Anna of their arrival, in a way * 
that ſhe might be prepared to receive 

Emma“ 8 viſit without too much emo- 
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tion. 
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Lad Deſinond, without appearing a 
to notice any one, kept his ſeat behind 


the bed, with his arms tolded, and his 


languid eyes immoveably fixed, no | 
remains of their former luſtre, no ex- 


preſsion in them but of ſettled deſpair, 


Miss Melvil ſtretched out her feeble 


arms when ſhe beheld Mrs. Roſcom- 


: mon—*< Now (cried ſhe, in a weak 
voice and ſpeaking with, difficulty) I 
hall die in peace, for I have ſeen my 


true friend, the friend. who ſheltered 


3 


3 "or 21 wy and found 


no other language to expreſs her feel- 


ings but her ſobs and tears. 


Kos You. 


AVA MA 


ir mY he will not be comforted. by 
me- Oh! deareſt, of women (xreſsing 


| her hand) reward him for what I have 
unwillingly made him ſuffer, be more 


than a ſecond Anna to him, while the 


in peace re poſes this weary frame. 

No one could ſpeak but herſelf, and 
ſhe was obliged to make frequent 
pauſes—** F avor me with one more 


inſtance of your regard, to the many 


1 have already received (added ſhe) 
| and that is, do not mourn. for me, but ; 
rejoice that I am going to my glorious 
and everlaſting home ; what are a few 
years more or leſs, ſince we muſt all · 
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3 


15 Lou muſt comfort. that moſt _ 
able of men n(fakered out Anna, look- 
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= She could hardly falter out the laſt 
word, a faintneſs ſeized her, and ſhe. 
Ae to all appearance, lfeleſs on her 
pillow Lord Deſmond, rouſed at 
r trance, ſtarted up, 

and caſting himſelf by her, exclaimed 
in a voice of anguiſh — « "Tis paſt * 
then, and 1 have no more to do in 5 
= 


Emma was inexpreſsibly alarmed, 
but in a few minutes Miſs Melvil 
opened her eyes One thing more, 

my kind friend (ſaid ſhe) let me be 
duried in the church yard at Roſcom-— 
mon, I would be near you, I would 
be near our worthy paſtor, let my 
humble grave (for what have we to 
| do with pageantry in death) be near m 
* favorite 
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favorite weeping willow, where I have * 
ſo often fat and thought of thee my po "= 
Henry (looking on him as he lay by 
her, more dead than alive, then looking 

up to heaven, a ſmile of ineffable fweet= 9 
neſs appeared on her countenance, ſhe _ * 
ſighed out—* I come” and cloſed — 4 
: eyes for ever. 9 


Lord Deſmond raiſed himſelf on his | 
_ elbow, and for 2 few minutes gazed 0 | 3 
on her pale face, then ſtriking his - i DB 
_ Ow left the room. : =_ 


F Follow him (cried Emm) 5 
him not to himſelf, and the effects of 
a deſpair like his. We muſt draw a 4 
veil over the ſorrow of a father no T 1 
* . can deſcribe it.” ED 5 4 | 
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5 He begged to be left alone with the 
| fad remains of his once lovely daughter. 


1 Emma kiſſed repeatedly her pale cheek 
Farewell, farewell, my Anna, thy 
laſt requeſt ſhall be complied with, = 
and oſten will thy Emma, viſit cone 
tomb.“ E | Fs | / 


She was led to her carriage by 
Sophia and Sir William, who mani- 
1 feſted a ſenſibility on the debe thas 

did him Aeg. 


Mrs. aaa retired to her 

partment, ſhe could not be prevailed 
en to take any refreſhment, grief for 

Miſs Melwil, and painful apprehenſion 
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the morning ſhe had hardly 
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| CHAP, XXIX. 


THERE was a private door from 
the apartment of Lord Deſmond 

into that in which lay the remains of 

his Anna; for two days after her de- 

ceaſe he had continued in a ſtate that 

made them tremble for his ſenſes 

ſmould he even recover, which how- 

| ever was ſcarce poſſible; on the third 

| evening he looked round on his ſor- 
* rowing attendants, and aſſuming a 

| com- 


| . 
4 
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compoſure which was rela” to his 
heart, he begged them to leave him, 


as he found himſelf inclined to ſleep, 


and wiſhed to be alone; accuſtomed 


to obey his commands, which indeed 


were ever mild and reaſonable, and 


delighted to hear him talk with ſo 


much compoſure they inſtantly obeyed, 
and retired into the next apartment. 


Now then (cried he, a0 1 
ing) moſt of my wearyſome journey is 
over, one thing more and all will be 


at peace he opened che private 
door, the other enterance into the 


chamber of death was locked ; wth 
trembling ſteps he approached the bed 
on which lay all that he had fondly 
prized 1 in life, and who was moſt dear 


to 


133 


to him even in death; there were ſome 
Wax tapers in the room, which was 
hung with black, and which inumi- 
nated the melancholy objects; the body 
ef Anna lay in a kind of ſtate, the 
freſneſt flowers were ſtrewed around 
ber, her countenance ſtill wore: a ſmile 
of. peaceful ſerenity, and was lovely 
even in death. He ſtood a moment 
ſtruck with a kind of awe, at laſt kneel- 
ing by the bed ſicle, he took her life- 
leſs, hand and repeatedly. preſſed it to 
his lips —“ It is mine ſtill (ighed he) 


O my Anna, thou doſt not hear me, 


even thy Henry's voice no longer 
narn thee, does not thy ſpirit ſee. 
me, my departed love, and doſt thou 
not rejoice that 1 am haſtening to hee; 


there is room by thy ſpotleſs/ body, let 
| 5 "0 


* 


8 
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me then lay my weary head upon thy 
pillow, no youn wy ever there before 
me.“ 


In the morning the attend who 
had watched in an adjoining apart- 
ment, were ordered by the afflicted 
Sir Richard to open the door, that he 
might, as had been his cuſtom Linc 
ber death, ſpend an hour alone in weep- 
ing over his child ; he approached the 
bed, but what Was his aſtoniſhment, 
whenhe beheld Lord Deſmondſtretchd 
on it, and the body of Anna encireled 
in his arms. He ſtood for ſome mo- 
ments motionleſs with ſurpriſe, at laſt, 
« O my ſon (cried he) Tor ever will 
7 1 love you as ſuch, yield not thus to 
the violence of unavailing ſorrow, riſe 

| T 
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and receive comfort, even from the 
bleeding heart of a father, riſe and let 
us mix our tears, and endeavour to 
ſupport each other under this load of 
life, which we are not permitted to 
quit till Providence ſees fit.. 

_ He pauſed, but received no anſwer; 
filent for ever was that tongue whoſe 
| eloquence he had ſo often admired ; 
Lord Deſmond had ſhaken off his load 
of life, and his ſpirit was fled to join 
| that of his Anna. Sir Richard thought 
| he had fainted, and inſtantly called for 
aſſiſtance, all aſſiſtance was vain, he 


was gone for ever. 


| While they v were endeayouring to 
ange him from the body, which 


6 was 
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Was a dificult taſk, a paper fell from 
his lifeleſs hand, Sir Richard took it, 
and read as follows. 


TO THE. 
HON, MRS. ROSCOMMON. 


0 you beſt and moſt amiable of 
| women, 1 recommend the re- 


7; mains of your unfortunate friends ; they E 


were both ſenſible of your virtues, and 


have left no one behind them whom 
| they more tenderly, loved; with my 
laſt breath I will pray for your hap- 
pineſs—for your life, becauſe the hap- 


pineſs of thouſands depend on it—for | 
T my 


4 
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my fake, who {ele for you the e 
tender friendſhip, let not our death 
too much affect you, you will weep 
I know, but let them not be tears of 
| anguiſh, for we are bleſſed above what 
this vain world could give. Adieu, 
my Emma, adieu for ever, till we 
meet in the regions of light; let me 
be buried in the ſame grave with my 
| love, you will ornament our tomb, 
you will ſtrew over it the ſxeetelt 
flowers, and water them with the ſweet 
drops of pity." Adieu once more, re, - 
| have ſcarce ſtrength to hold my pen, 
life is ebbing faſt, in a few minutes a 
ifelefs np bi alone remain of 
your | | oh Ning ay 7 1 0385 d- Het 
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CHAP. XXX. 


HAT Emma's feelings were 
"when informed of Lord Deſ- 


| mond's death, and wheir ſhe rend his 


letter, may be better imagined than 


deſcribed ; the ſnock was too much 


for her delicate frame, a ſlow nervous 
fever was the conſequence, but ſhe 
would not be confined to her bed, 


anxious to fulfil the aſt requeſt of her 


. 
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friends, ſhe did violence to herſelf anck 
gave orders for every thing. 


| Numerous were the train of mourn- 
ers that accompanied the funeral of 
the lovely pair; Emma, Sophia, Vic 
toria, Sir Richard, and Sir William: : 
were of the number; what-a journey 
was their's! all the ladies of Roſcommon: 
_ caſtle, with Mrs. Middleton at their 
head, dreſſed in deep mourning, came 
out to meet the. melancholy proceſsion; 
Emma threw herſelf into the arms of 
the latter, but words were denied her, 
ber grief was too deep to find utter- 
ance ; Mr. Elwin endeavoured to con- 
fole her by ſuch arguments as his 
good ſenſe and piety dictated, but ic 
was vet too ſoon ta expect that even 


— 
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the balm of religion could heal her 
Vounded mind; ſhe could not be pre- 
valed upon to ſlay from the laſt me- 


lancholy ceremony. The church yard 


was crowded. with the weeping villa- 
gers, but they ſtifled reſpectfully all 
_ audible tokens. of grief, and all was 


jcmn and wal Hence, while thein | 


: and duſt to . 


A ſumptuous monument was ordered: 
by Emma, though with difficulty ſhe 


prevailed on Sir Richard to permit 
her, for he would have wiſhed to have 


beſtowed the whole of his princely 


fortune to e the ſpot Where all 


his 1 — lay buried. 
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b Srevailed on this afflicted dk 
to continue ſome months at Roſcom- 
mon—41 will be a daughter to you 


(ſaid ſhe) we will weep together, we 
will together viſit the tomb of our 
f beloveds, and we will together viſit 


the habitations of iter and by com- 


: n n and ane to 


Own. 
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